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BEN WADE . an 
CASSANOD OF LONDON ; 
Since 1260 i" 
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ARMELLINI 
Rugged and masculine, 
these handcratted Mediterranean Briar 
pipes are top quality at a 
reasonable price. Handmade 
in. Halby. SS 
Neturale, Mare and Luca — . 
Made in Italy, these cvenzed, well-cured a, 
Briar pipes offer a very cool amoke fied mi 
with @ lucite non-ooldizing mouthpiece KARL ERIK 
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Handmade in Garnnany NEW 
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silver spigot mounting and |e available in 
many segant artistic & classical shapes. 





Cheshwut-fashloned of tive finest Greecian : Affordable Luxury 
Briar, different forma of laaves are handmade 
On 6 mustcated ground. Premier comes with 
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Giallo, Croco, Splendida 
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GREAT PIPE TOBACCOS Cane 
PJ MERICA’S PREMIER 


Treat ffi of the moat | . 
blends. Each is unique and expertly tinned t PipE CoMPAN} 
ensure freshness. . . 

Distributed by James Norman Ltd. 


800-525-5629 * jamesnormanitd.aol.com 


The Finest handmade pipes from England and Italy 
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Ferndown: Each pipe ts beautifully finished Caminetto: “La Pipa del Baffa™ 
by hand in England. Handmade Caminetio pipes are the jewel of 


Fitalian artistr 
Ferndowns are treated with thetr own blend ¥ 


of otls te give the pipe that extra special taste. 









Stefano: 
Exquisite grains. 
Artfully handmade 

im Jitolay 





Jamesnormanttd@aolcom + SO 3245,456020 
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Grandpa and the haunted well 


Rly brother and TD learned the most entertaining components of our early vocabu- 
larics while watching our graunctiather try to fix the pump in his haunted well. 

It wasn't actually the well that was hauntech “It's the dang purnp motor,” saic 
Grindpa. The pump was housed in a six-ioc-dieep. rock-walled subtermncan 
enclosure behind the house on Grandpa's farm and covered over with tin sheet- 
ing. At least once a week he was coven in that hole trying to make the motor 
work, 

My brother and 1 ancl Grandpa's 10 clogs found it endlessly entertaining to 
sit in the prass ane watch socket wrenches and screwdrivers fly out of the hole 
accompanied by a torent of profanity that would blast birds out of the sky as it 
shot past them inte orbit arqund the sum, where to this day it is still comupting 
asteroids and passing comets. The binds would bounce off the tin well cover and 
into the prac, shake themselves off and stagger away on foot, wowilling to trust 
air travel ever again. 

As we experimented with our new words in past and present tense, declara- 
tree and intemogative modes, a nouns, verbs, adjectives anc interections, we 
became more ancl more impressed with their versatility. 

“You're a #* $00," saicl my brother. 

“Well,” Lanswered, “you're a #*sering #* sen” 

“You're a sing #hiter who #°S0s Seeing eBeter's 2 hie" | couldn't 
compete with that. bly boother was.a poofanity prodigy. 

“Careful, boys,” Grandpa called. “Tk your mother bears you the beatings will 
be positively stupebyiing." 

His head would pop up fom the bole now and then so he could speculate 
so the history of the pump. “This puop has killed three former cavers of this. 
farm,” he said. “They clied of exasperation. Their phosts are down here getting in 
rny Ww ag? Then he would duck dawn and we would hear clanging and pruning 
and cursing, and he'd pop up again. “They think they can still fix it, but they're 
hopeleshy incompetent.” Why brother and [ naturally scrambled ta see, but 
Grindpa warned us away. “Stay back,” be said. “An audience would only make 
them show off and it's already like having the Three Stooges down here.” 

When various hand tools were not erupting fom the well, pipe smeake was. 
Grindpa would sit in that hole muttering and smoking while be studied the 
recalcitrant purip motor. Por the short durations when he'd managed to get it 
going, he'd crouch down and peer at it, daring it to quit again. 

One day he leaned in too tar and the thewheel caught his pipe. [t was his 
only pipe, an aluminum-shanked Falcon, and it made a loud pig as tt launched 
from his mouth and rocketed 100 teet into the air. “Catch that pipe!” he yelled, 
scrambling out of the hole while scanning the sky for the small spinning pipe 
silhouette. 

The 10 Tobys (all Grandpa’s dogs were named Toby) leaped up and ran in 
Circles, tumbling over each other. Why brother and [ jumped up too and tried 
to extrapolate where the pipe might cash in the unlikely event it didn't attain 
mcape velocity. 

Grinipa was already cunning an intercept course, though, and leaped over a 
stump to catch the pipe in midair. He examined it and said, “Hoon. Tobacco got 
knocked out.” He took out his tobacco pouch and casually refilled the pipe. 

“Wow, that thing really flew,” said oy brother. 

“You bet it flew,” said Grandpa. “Tt ain't called a Faloon for nothing.” 

Ghosthy wails of disgusted disapproval surged from the pump enclosure. Ever 
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We proudly present these outstanding masterpieces created by NOTHING SMOKES LIKE 
world renowned pipe artisans - Dorelio & Damiano Rovera. ‘ 
Each piece is totally handcrafted from briar that has been air- cured | cARDOR' 
for a minimum of ten years, We thank our loyal customers who have : : 

made Ardor the #1 handmade Italian pipe imported into the LS. grr enemas ina eas 
Molte Grazie ...... 
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MONJURE INTERNATIONAL USA 204 SHADOWLAWN DRIVE 
JAMESTOWN, NC 27282-9623 (336) 689-2390 FAX: (336) 889-9437 
... You may contact us via E-mail: pipadolce@aol.com 


See this ad and previous ads: www.monjureinternational.com 
Phategraply: J. Kright - Greensboro, WiC 














the dots” by Stephen P. Smith. It was 
thoughtful, well written and infor- 
“mative. | could understand Smith's 
joy at meeting a distant relative of 
Joseph : and Alfred Sasieni. It feels like 
you are able to reach back and touch 
history. However, | cringed toward 
the latter portion of the article where 
Smith details how he restored some 
‘of the old pipes formerly owned by 
Alfred Sasieni himself. At first 1 was 
delighted to read that two dozen 
pipes were presented as belonging 
to Alfred Sasieni and possibly Joseph 
Sasient, It was like finding King Tut's 
tomb. But | was left with angst at 
the thought of restoring those pipes 
‘that apparently still contained the 

iginal cleaners Alfred Sasteni lett 
nthem 20 long age. 

lam no expert on history, resto- 
ation or antiquities and even pipes, 
but | do enjoy watching “Antiques 
Read Show" whenever | get the 
chance. So | suppose that makes me 
“afi amateur expert of nothing. When 
| You watch the show a lot though, 
“You just can't help but recall apprais- 
al after appraisal stating, “Well, it's 

forth $1,250 now, but if you hadn't 
“trled to restore it, and it had the 
‘original ugly dingy paint, it would. 
be worth $30,(410 at auction.” That 
4s for the monetary value side of 
things. There is also the historical. 
Each pipe might have been laced 
with the original: owner's DNA and 
their peculiar bite marks. lt might 
have been possible to discern what 


we last by taking samples 
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of the cake. In the big picture, it 
all doesn't matter, But 1 couldn't 
help fecling that pang in my stom- 


ach. In my mind it was like taking 


Mohammed Ali's sweat and bloed- 
iained gloves and making them 
new as store bought. Like finding the 
Holy Grail and running it through a 
dishwasher, 

Cm definitely not trying to say 
it was a bad thing or a good thing. 
It is what it is, and what's done is 
done. | have mo Ul feelings. L just 
wanted to share my point of view. 


Aiparosh Kavndar 
Cyberspace 


P&T: Fou certainly ueve a right te pour 
opinion, and in the filstorcal flelal, 
his debate goes on all the tine, Goes 
something Rave noe historical wale 
if ips left in the state de witiels it is 
fetid, or can people lear more abaat 
it by fancing (restored te almost mew 
condition? Rather tia sell the pipes, 
or delve inte their dlstoric importance, 
Anthony Sasien! simply wartted the 
pipes restored sa further coed alispliay 
fils pride forthe accomplistinnenits af iis 
srodfither ane great warn father. 


Despite the terrific historic value 
of Stephen Smith's article on the 
Goodman family and their dipece 
line to the founders of the Sasieni 
pipe, | want to make one demur- 
ter, one with which | feel Stephen 
and every other member of our Lit- 
the coterie will agree, given a little 
teflection. 

Stephen refers to the late Barry 
Levinas the Patron Saint of pipe hab- 


byists, and that tithe has tong been 


eS 









correctly consigned to the recently - 


departed Tom Dunn, the producer of 
“The Pipe Smoker's Ephemeris." \ 
Any argument is mooted by the — 
fact that as committed and gener- 
ous a6 Barry might have been, he 
did it for the money, as do : 
even three miracles (and 1 did o 
fill an inside straight ... leaving 
only two more to go before possi 
consideration) can qualify someone 
for sainthood if they did their good 
works for money. 
Tom Dunn did it solely for love, 
and his good works were the result 
of unselfish sacrifice. He is, incon 
trovertibly, our Patron Saint, the 
founder and eternal leader of The | 
Universal Coterie of Pipe smokers. | 
In every single other respect, thank | 
you, Stephen, for that great story. | 
















JMarty Pulvers 
Mountain View, California 


| really enjoyed the Sasieni article | 
the last issue. It was not only infor | 
mative, especially about the Jewish 
name tradition, but also conveyed 
the excitement of having such AL 
tare opportunity to spend time w 
Alfred Sasieni's pipes and family? 
[ve also been enjoying Mare Munro 
Dion's short stories. The retro noir 
concept is a refreshing change to 4 
lot of modern day fiction, | hope he 
tomes up with more good stuff. 

1 also have a new address for 
my pipe restoration business, Night IE 
Owl Pipe Works: The address is 7200 
Virginia Ave., Nashville, TN 37216 
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Mand International Pipe 
Mid Exposition is the 
oy of them all. This year's 
wat my first show, and | scill 
shave a hard time concentrating at 
“work remembering all the people | 
met and the pipes | saw. 

Llive in Minneapolis and hitched 
aride with a couple of guys from 

Sour focal club, The Great Northern 
Pipe Club. When they arrived at my 
house on Thursday before the show 
al 6:45 aom., they were already smok- 
ing pipes. They are two of the most 
pipe- knowledpeable and soft-spoken 
gentlemen you'd ever want to meet, 
and we had an ‘enjoyable ride down 
and back: Thank you, Mary and 
Chuck, 

During check-in at the resort, | 
made a quick scan of the bulletin 
board and noted the room numbers 
of some pipemakers and pipe dealers 
who displayed pipes im their rooms. 
But before room-hopping, | wanted. 
to see the MegatCenter. | stood for 
a mament inside the threshold of 


IUTGE RADICE | 


the huge audibartum: and gazed out 
on 4 sea of white-capped tables ard 
tried to imagine the ocean of pipes 1 
would be drowning in over the com- 
ing weekend. 

There were threeamazing moments 
that happened to me that weekend. 
As [turned to leave the MegaCenter, 
in walked Lars Ivarsson, a high- 
grade pipemaker from Denmark, | 
Tecognized him from pictures in Bick 
Newoombe's book, Jt Search of Pipe 
Dreams. | had spent some time in 
Scandinavia and we talked about 
skiing in Norway, how mild the 
winters were In Denmark (due to the 
Gull Stream), and we talked about 
his family. His father, Sixtem, an 
early Danish pipe design innovator, 
had: passed away several years ago, 
but Lars's daughter Nanna, who: is 
also a very accomplished pipemaker, 
gave bicth to a son about a year and 
4 half ago, whe she named Sixten. 
Lars said with a big smile, “Ya, so 
now we have a Danish Dynasty." We 
both laughed and shook hands. As | 
headed to the smoking tent nearby, 


[ teled ta imagine the thousands 
of beautiful pipes thal have passed 
through those hameds: 

A huge smoking temt, roughly 
6,000 sg. 9t.. had been erected by 
the Pheasant Run Resort because 
of the ban on smoking inside the 
MegaCenter. 1, 
feel ostracized. Rather, upon enter 
Ing, | felt greeted by the wander- 
ful mélange of pipe smoke pently 
wafting out of the tent entrance. 
Remember that smell? Inside | found 
two small bar, 4 short buffet. with 
hearty fare and many inviting round 
tables. lt was tere that 1 met for 
the first time Chuck Stanion, weiter 
and editor of P&T; Rick Newcombe, 
author and pipe collector; and his 
friend Gary Humphrey, a pipe col- 
lector from Alaska. | also got to take 
asneak peak at some of the exquisite 
pipes recently made by Wil Purdy. 

Then | went back to the hotel to 
do some room-hopping. [nome room 
it looked like a small pipe party was 
already im progress. This poom, a5 
it turned out, would become pipe- 





wwe. radicepipes.com - radicepipes@gmail.com 


for ane, did not | 
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-Sixte or Stanwell. Lars tvarrson has shaped pipes for Stanwell. 
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MUSIC CITY MARKETING, INC. 
ORDER LINE: 1-800-251-3016 





L beiely glow and 
that 1 headed 
that evening. As 

acide tetiF remember thinking 
: the official show hadn't even 


“started: wel and. i'd already bought 
th 161 pipes—! didn't bring enough 
money! 

Saturday waa the first day of the 

“show and | headed to the Cornell & 
‘Diehl tobacco tables, where a hun- 
dred (it seemed) tobaccas were gem- 
erously portioned out and available 
tor sampling. [certainly wanted to 
try their Yale Mix 531 and Three 
Friars 972. 

[browsed down the rows in a log- 
ical manner: row 100, amd then row 
200, ete. Quickly, | became impa- 
tient with this “logical” approach. 1 

wanted to mect the Danish, German, 


Italian and U.S. pipemakers I'd been 


teading so much about recently. 
So, | started jumping around. lt 


wasn't long before I'd met and seen 


pipes by Danish makers Tom Eltang, 
‘Peter Heeschen, Tonni Wielsen, 
‘Kurt Balleby and Kent Rasmussen: 
German pipemakers Wolfgang 
er and Rainer Barbi. 
{ showed Italian maker Paolo 
‘Becker the pipe of his that I had 
bought Thursday might. He held the 
_ pipe lovingly and said, “1 remember 
this pipe.” | wondered when the 
Pipe was made, so | showed It to 
veral guys on Friday wha thought 


‘Taal 


i owas from the early “80s. Based on 


nomenclature, Paolo dated iit to 
between ‘83 and ‘85. 

The American pipemakers were 
well represented, with beautlful cre- 
ations by Mike Butera, Jim Cooke, 
Rich Lewis, Will Purdy and Tim 
West. In my opinion, stars to keep 
our eyes om are carvers such as 
Charles Cole, Andrew Marks and 
Bruce Weaver. There was a young 
Danish maker named Henrik Olsen. 
who also had some impressive 
pipes. 

After the show on Saturday, 1 


bof Gary Schrier, 
He signed Cope 


amint-scotch tasting. A lively dis- 
cussion took place regarding the 
mortise and tenon pipe gap, and we 
listened to Oregon pipemaker Brad 
Pohimann describe how he uses his 
metal lathe to reduce the gap to as 
small as 0.005 of an inch. 

Then, still feeling the scotch, it 
was on to another well-attended 
and informative seminar. Tad tage, 
author, magazine editor, tobacco 
reviewer, Charatan and Barling col- 
lector, and Fred Hanna, psychology 
professor, author, straight grain col- 
lector, wine and tobacco connals- 
seur, discussed the blending, tasting 
and proper aging of tobacco, 

Saturday wound down with an 
ice cream social at 10 pom. Then it 
was back to the tent for the last pipe 
of the day. 

left Minneapolis with the vague 
idea that! would buy three pipes: an 
Italian, a Danish and an American. 
[ had the first two out of three, and 
on Sunday morning [found a beau- 
tiful freehand by Paul Perri from 
California. Father Al Grosskopl gave 
me a good deal (bless you, Father) 
and | had my third pipe. 

My last memorable moment hap- 
pemed at the table af Danish pipe- 
Taker Poul Usted. By mid-morn- 
ing Sunday, Poul was almost sold 
out. | looked closely at each of his 
remaining pipes. Then, out of his 
pocket he pulled three more. They 
were smaller pipes, well smoked, 
and, he told me, they were quite 
old. As | admired each litle jewel, 1 
noticed that there wasn't a scrabch 
of a ding on any of them: These 
were Poul’s personal smokers and it 
was obvious these pipes were well 
cared for. 

I'd like to thank Tony Soderman 
for encouraging me io go to the 
show. He told me | would see more 
beautiful pipes than | could pos- 
sibly imagine. Well, Tomy, | have a 
pretty good imagination, but you 
were right. LS 


at his new book, . 
Confessions of a Piperan, and hosted — 


yn and mentton all the 
and collectors | met. 
wld tell you. ‘about all the 
ceo | sampled. But | will 
leave’ you with a few of my thoughts 


after attending my first show 


I learned that everyone | met — 


knew something about pipes or 


tobacco that | didn't. Listen well! 

Kring more money! You will see, 
more pipes you think you can't 
possibly live without. And, after 
seeing all the super high grades, I 
beginning to see what all the fu 
is about. 

{ learned that you can't m 
everyone, do everything and 
every pipe during the show. Assu 
you will return. 

| alo learned that the famous d 
and internationally known pipe- 
makers are not pipe gods. Although: 
their exquisite creations are sim-— 
ply heavenly, they themselves are 
just ordinary guys, happy to share 


a good story and a drink or two. 


Berween shows, many lead quiet, 
reclusive lives and often work late 
into the night. They are genuinely | 
humble and fun to be around, 

And finally, [ learned that pipes 
are merely the glue that binds us 
together as fellow pipe men. Por it is 
the people we meet, the friends we 
make and the camaraderie we share | 
that is what's truly Important. 

See yOu mext year. 


Afark Bors 
Minneapolis, Minnes 


PRT: Wille te 2009 Chlcega pipe 
show may Have been Barsmess’ first 
visit fod pipe sia, ie ix a segsoned | 
Pipe smoker, haveg picked wp the | 
brian for the first dine during fils fresi- 
min weer of college de 2871. Barseness” 
itiseratlons and wie-eved excttennent 
after the show shold convince serpent 
Who tight be considering godrg: | 

pipe show to gowhead and. do it, ¥ 
likely Teen more obout pj 
folneccos, athe tere oe 1, 





BY CHUCK STAM LOM 


Pipes in oil and enamel 


Artist Tim Crowder features his favorite pipe smokers in a 


series of paintings 


If you tend to think of artists 
in terms of the old cliches, 
as squirrely, bizarre, egotis- 
tical and incomprehensible, 
you'll find Tim Crowder a 
contradiction. He's a level- 
headed, self-deprecating, rel- 
atively normal pipe smoker. 
OR, yes, he's siightfy otf-cen- 
ber, but in a wholesome and 
likeable way, not bizarre in 
a creepy Vincent-Van-Gogh- 
cutting-off-his-ear kind ot 
way. 

Crowder is a pipe smoker 
who collects pipes made by 
the likes of Wolfgang Becker, 
¥Yollmer & Wilsson, David 
Enrique and Gregor Lobnik, 
among others. His taste in 
tobaccos is a little bess eclec- 
tic—he smokes Orlik Golden 
Sliced and Gawith’s Best 
Brown Flake, and little else. 

He's more involved than 
just that, though. He also 
makes one-of-a-kind artis- 
tic pipe racks and = cabi- 
nets with his cousin, Mark 
Hendren. Together they run 
the aptly named company 
Two Cousins Pipe Racks 
[Www twocows ts piperdcks. 
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com). Many of the pipe racks 
and cabinets they make fea- 
ture Crowder’s art, but the pipe | 
racks are a sideline. Crowder | 
makes his living as a profes- 
sional artist. 

While he's been painting for 
mor than 30 years, he decided 
to become a full-time painter 
only six years apo. “It's not a 
reat living,” he says. “We're not 
retting rich, but we're mot starv- 
ing. That's about the best I ever 
hoped for.” He's had shows in his 
hometown of Memphis, Tenn., 
at the David Lusk Gallery (www. 
davidiiskralien com), in Chicago 
at the Ann Nathan Gallery (www. 
annnatiangaiiery.com| amd at 
the Koelsch Gallery in Houston 
(wwe koelscheallery.corn. 

That's not ta say he didn’t 
find some modest success earli- 
erin his career. In 1988 he was 
a recipient of a Pollock-Krasner 
Foundation grant. In 1999 he 
was an award winnerin the 17th 
Annual September Competition 
through the Alexandria Museum 
of Art in Alexandria, La. In 
2005 he won grand prize in 
the Delta Invitational, Arkansas 
Arts Center in Litth Rock. 





Bertrand Russell 








But for years Crowder paint- 
edoon the side while be sup- 
: ported himself elsewhere, 
" though almost always concen- 
trating on art. “I had a couple 
y | of small art supply stores,” he 
says. “They kind of fizzled. 1 
realized that | was really mak- 
ing my income from painting 
anyway—the stores just kind 
of broke even. 450 | thought, 
maybe it's time to go into full- 
time painting.” 
Now he has a studio in his 
cert darts where he spends most 
bt | his days, which is excellent 
_* for his work but sometimes pets 
lonely. “l'm out here by myseli 
all the time. My wite or daugh- 
ters came out accasionally, but 
for the most part I'm here for 
long periods all by myself. 1 
was actually starting to think 
maybe I should get a part-time 
jab just so T can see people 
again. But then [ realized how 
particular I'd have to be about 
that. I smoke all the time, so 
the only job that would work 
is in a tobacco store. [ couldn't 
smoke anywhere else.” 
The pipe smoker paintings 
i started) as a cathartic activity. 
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"| had a big show here last 
fall and I had worked about 
a year on the paintings for 
it. By the time I was done | 
was pretty much burnt out." 
It took a couple of weeks after 
that before he felt like paint- 
ing again, “Then I didn't have 
any itleas—so I decided I'd just 
paint a pipe smoker because | 
enjoy pipes so much. I'd paint- 
ed pipes now and then just 
for fun, but they're not really 
a Sileable subject. That's the 
attitude I had with the pipe 
smoker paintings: I did them 
just because | wanted to." 

These paintings are all nine 
by 12 inches, with a total of 25 
60 far. “No one has seen them 
before now,” says Crowder, 
“but Dll take them over to the 
David Lusk gallery and let them 
have them.” They're all in oil 
and enamel on paper, with the 
names embroidered. 

“The organizing principle,” 
says Crowder, "is that they are 
all people | admire.” He started 
looking everywhere for photo- 
graphs of pipe smokers. “The 
first qualification was, is this 
an interesting-looking person 





Einstein.» 


A. Wainwright 
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Barry Fitzgerald 


and would that translate inte 
a painting. But I also had to 
like the person. | have a friend 
who found it hard to believe | 
never did a painting of Gerald 
Ford. He's fine, but he doesn't 
inspire me; [| don't find him 
particularly interesting. Stalin 
is interesting looking, but | 
don't admire him.” 

Crowder's favorite of the cur- 
rent series is Carl Jung. “He's 
one of my favorite people any- 
way. | like reading his writings 
and trying to figure out what 
he's talking about." 

It was art that first brought 
Crowder to pipe smoking. “1 
eraduated from high school 
and moved to Nashville, where 
I worked in a warehouse during 
the day and painted at night. 
Van Gorh and Gauguin were 
my heroes at the time, and 
they both smoked pipes—all 
the pictures you see of them, 
they're always smoking pipes. 
[ made my way to the mall 
and the local Tinder Box and 
bought my first pipe there so | 
could be a pipe-smoking artist 
too.” 

With the pipe smokers series 
of paintings, he has combined 
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his lowe for both. "This is kind 
of the apex of my career,” he 
says. “Being in P&T mapazine— 
well, this is where the passions 
coincide. I'd rather do this than 
be on the cover of AKTmews. 
This is a lot more exciting to 
me.” Pibe | 


Tim Crowder's paintings may ie 
viewed or purchased at the follaw- 


ing galleries 


David Lusk Gallery 
4540 Poplar Ave. 
hes, A AREY 
901 Ge a) 


wom davidinskgallery com 


Ann Nathan Gallery 
212 West Superior ot, 
Chicaga, IL othad4 
312.664. 2 
Wiener cov 


The Koelsch Gallery 
fOG Tale 

Houston, PA tly 
f1s.626.0175 
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About The Briary | 


You'll find southern 


Home of the best values in quality pipes, 
including Caviechi, Northern Briars ane the 


superb hanelmacle pipes of Birmingham carver 
Skip Elliott. 


hospitality and charm at 
its best when you visit 
OL vintage, Fully restored 
1899 farmhouse shop in 
Homewood, Alabama. 
Yankees are welcome. Enjoy 
a pipe in our smoking room, 
relax in the ambience of 
The Briary and browse our 
extensive pipe and tobacco 
selections. We'll treat You 
teacup of coffee and some 
great conversation. The 
Briary, with more than 55 
years of staff experience, 
serving discriminating pipe 


smoke FS everywhere. y'all 
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VISIT OUR STORE 
609 Oak Grove Road 


Homewood, AL 35206 
We do not have a catale 


CONTACT US 
Tel: 877-3BRIARY 
or 877-327-4279 
Fax: 205-942-9080 


Visit our Mventory at www.thebriary.com 


BY STEPHEN A. ROSS 


A beautiful life 


Maurizio Tombari finds happiness making pipes that are as 


individual and light as the clouds over his Italian home 


In the summertime, Pesaro, Italy, is 
guite a place to visit. Located in Italy's 
Marche region, the city approximate- 
ly 100 miles south of Venice is a big 
attraction for sun-starved Eurapean 
tourists, wha flock to Pesaro te bask 
in the warm ltalian sum on the coun- 
try's Adriatic coast. Dozens of seaside 
hotels and restaurants lime the town's 
beachside thoroughfare, and tour- 
ists Lazily stroll, bike of skate up and 
down the street. The atmosphere and 
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the presence of so many hotels and 
festaucanis amid the beach setting 
reminds one of Miami's South Beach, 
except the pace of life in the Italian 
city ié much more relaxed. Mus, South 
Beach lacks Pesaro's medieval town 
center, located just a few blocks west 
al the beach, where the city’s charac- 
ter dramatically changes. 

Amid the narrow, winding, colble- 
stone streets near the city center live 
Maurizio and Stefania Tombari, in a 


two-story flat that they share with 
Stefania's parents. Lifelong residents 
of Pesaro, the Tombaris live a seem- 
ingly carefree life that comves from a 
lifetime spent in the resort town. Both 
are accomplished artisis—Maurizio in 
briar and Stefania in interior design 
and drawing—who make time to visit 
the beach as much as posible and 
olten enjoy a relaxing meal with their 
friends at a beachside piadina stand. 

The couple is extremely friendly 
and penerous, offering large amounts 
af coffee and tobacco and warm con- 
versation. Spend an afternoon with 
ihe Tombaris and you'll form a life- 
long Friendship. 

In theie mid-50s, Maurizio and 
Stefania are a team im almost every- 
thing they do, including Maurizio’s 
profession of making pipes. Maurizio 
owns Le Nuvele pipes. Le auvale is 
ltalian for “the clouds,” which goes a 
long way toward describing his design 
aesthetic, Maurizio strives to create 
pipes that are as unique and light 
as ithe clouds abowe [esaro. Many 
of theae designs were inspired by 
Stefania, who has a habit of drawing 
shapes for pipes on restaurant menus 
when the couple goes out to eat. 

“Stell is the composer and [ am 
ihe musician,” Maurizio explains as 
he digs through sheaves of restaurant 


menus adotted with Stefania's pencil 
sketches. Some of the sketches have 
asterisks by them, denoting shapes 
that Maurizio has made inte pipes 

“Stel started to draw very strange 
shapes. At the beginning she didn't 
know anything about pipes, such as 
engineering and dimensions. Her first 
shapes were very unusual, and they 
had to be modified a litth bit but 
they were useful. AU of ber drawings 
can now be made into pipes because 
she now undertands the inner work- 
ings of a pipe. | now probably have 
enough shapes to make pipes for S50 
years." 

If Maurizio, and, more important- 
ly, the people who love the pipes he 
makes, is fortunate enough to make 
pipes for another S50 years, it will 
mean that le would be a pipemaker 
for close to 40 years—Novernber 200 
macks his 30th anniversary as a pape 
maker. 

Maurizio says that he came to 
making pipes by chance when he 
finished school im June of 1979. 
Deciding to pul off work and enjoy a 
well-deserved post-graduation break, 
Maurizia spent a manth in Spain 
before returning to Pesaro to spend 
time at the beach. At the time, Italian 
law required young people to serve 
in the military for several years; how- 
ever, a young percon could receive 
an exemption if his family depended. 
on the income he earned. With his 
father retired, Maurizio could aveid 
ihe service requirement if he found 
a job by the end of the year. Two 
friends worked as graphic designers at 
Mastro de Paja. Knowing that Mastra 
de Paja sought to expand its opera- 
tion, they suggested that Maurizio 
apply for a job at the company. 

“| started working in November 
with the intention of working for 
afew months until | received my 
exemption from military service,” he 
explains, laucthing with increasing 
intensity. “To my surprise, [ fell in 
love with pipemaking. The mest dif- 
ficult thing for me to learn was to go 
from being a student ta a worker. It 
was very, very difficult.” 

Maurizio studied to be an artist. 
He continued painting every after: 
neon after finishing a day's work at 
the Mastro de Paja workshop. As he 


gained expetience a5 a pipemaker, 
he discovered that he could express 
himself better in briar than on can- 
vas. Maurizio painted less and carved 
more. Eventually, he left Mastro de 
Maja with Giancarlo Guidi and started 
working at Ser Jacopo. 

After 18 years working at Mastra 
de Paja and Ser Jacopo, Maurizio 
began to fee) comstrained. 

“lL was very tleed of being there,” 
he explains. “One of the problems 
al Ser Jacopo was repeating the same 
shape over and over again. At the 
time, we had several customer who 
needed a large number of pipes that 
had the same shape. | might have 
to make 40 billiards in a day. It was 
very boring and | needed to leave for 
sanity’s sake. | left Ser Jacopo because 
lnc longer felt excited about being 
there. | was depressed. When I left | 
started a mew life.” 

Maurizio left Ser Jacopo in 
September 1995. He started looking 
for work outside of pipemaking but, 
at 42. he realized that he could make 
pipes. In November 19%, he estab- 
lished Le Nuvole. 

The Le Nuvole studio is locat- 
ed in a room beneath the Tombaei 
hame, which is accessible on the 
street behind the house. Because her 
father owned the property, Stefania 
told her hushand that it would be no 
prablem for him to use any winised 
space in thelr home, which was erect- 
ed sometime in the 16th century, to 
sel up a workshop. Unfortunately, 
lialian officials wanting to maintain 
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the neighborhood's historic character 
disagreed. Maurizio was delayed for 
several months as he scrambled to 
vain the government's approval to use 
ihe space as a workshop. Evenoually, 
historical research revealed that some 
time in its more than 200 years of 
history, someone else had used the 
apace as a workshop. The government 
approved Maurizio's request. 

“lt was a sign from God,” Maurizio 
Say'5. 

Because of its thick stome walls 
and small window facing the street, 
the workshop's imterior is dark ard 
cool. The space is meticulously clean, 
with no evidence of wood chips or 
acrylic shavings on the brick Moor 
or amid the machinery. Maurizio 
proudly claims that Tarek Manadily, 
owner of the commercial pipe Web 
site wwe tieitalanpipe.com, has told 
him that he keeps the cleanest pipe 
workspace that Manadily has ever 
seen, though Maurizio humorously 
adds that Manadily said this before 
visiting Toning Jacono’s workshop. 

To the right of the door that beads 
into the shop, a large table stretches 
into the middle of the room. Above 
the fable are five small shelves that 
contain briar that's ready to be used. 
Twe long shelves, about theee-quar- 
ters of the way up the left and rear 
walls, hold the briar that’s seasoning, 
Maurizio’s lathe, saw and janding 
equipment line the right wall. 

Maurizio uses plateau and extra- 
quality beriar from Calabria and 
Maremma, though he comments that 
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obtaining Calabrian briar has become 
more difficult in recent years because 
of fires in the region and higher 
demand from pipemakers. 

He ages the briar for at least three 
years alter purchasing tt. Recently 
purchased briar remains im burlap 
sacks for a perlod of time before he 
places it on the shelves along the 
left and rear walls for seasoning, 
Periodically, he checks each block 
by weight, color and feel. Eriar that 
needs additional seasoning will be 
heavier, darker and colder to the 
touch than briay that's ready to be 
carved into a pipe. When the briar 
is finished seasoning, he places it on 
the shelves abowe the table. 

“Many of the people whe collect 
Le Nuvole pipes say that my pipes 
have a particular flavor, which is not 
uual with other pipes,” Maurizio 
alates. “One of the biggest Le Nuvole 
collectors mentioned that he has only 
found this quality in old Dunhill: 
and my pipes. | tried te find aut why 
and [ spoke with some briar cutters. 


They told me that my shop has ideal 
seasoning conditions, | have no heat- 
ing of air-conditioning system here. 
The temperature is almost the same 
throughout the year, and it happens 
to be perfect for seasoning briar." 
Cheosing what beiar block to use 
depends on Maurizio's mood. Some 
days, he already has an idea of what 
type of pipe he would like to make, 
a0 he carefully selects the block that 
he thinks will best yield that shape. 
Other days, he decides to bet the briar 
inspire him, sculpting the shape by 
what he reads from the grain. Either 
way, he loves the freedom to choose 
what type of pipe he will make 
“When J first started making my 
own pipes it wad invigorating,” he 
enthusiastically relates, “To be able 
to make a pipe from beginning to end 
with my own hands was liberating.” 
However, Maurizio found that 
there was much to making a pipe of 
which he had litth of na understand- 
ing, While he was an accomplished. 
carver, he had litth to no experience 


working on what makes a pipe a supe- 
thor smoker. 

“I had to learn a bot of things, ¢uch 
as Sanding and making the airflow," 
he explains. “When 1 first started | 
Made many mistakes with the airflow. 
But J didn’t get discouraged because | 
Viewed Lt a5 an opportunity to learn. 
The challenge was exhilarating.” 

Maurizio experimented with dif- 
ferent-sized alr holes and tobacco 
chambers; eventually he settled with 
a4 mm alr hole at the tenon, mar- 
rowing to 3 cum at the bit. He usually 
drills the mortise ta 7 mm, or & mm 
for pipes with longer shanks. Using 
a comical drill bit, Maurizio tends to 
drill his tobacco chambers to a width 
of 19 mm, and sometimes he drills 
them to a4 much as 20 mm for his 
more unusual shapes. He leaves [ust 1 
min of space between the mortise ard 
tenon, arguing that good smokers can 
manage thelr tebacoos without allow- 
ing resins to build up in the space 
between the joint. 

Maurizio uses premolded acrylic 
mouthpieces, but as his carving amd 
engineering skills improved, he found 
himself modifying the mouthpieces 
to fit the individual demands of each 
of his pipes. 

“l spend a lot of time om mouth- 
pieces,” he explains. “lam particular- 
ly proud of the work | do om them to 
create symmetry between the natural 
wood and the chemical acrylic. | work 
hard to get the lightest and most 
beautiful mouthpiece to match the 
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natural beauty of the briar." 

Maurizio saya that it's difficult to 
aay how much time tt typically takes 
for him to make a pipe, because each 
of the 180 to 200 pipes he makes 
every year is different. On average, he 
jays it might take four or five hours. 

Most Le Nuvole pipes can be con- 
sidered small or medium-sized pipes. 
While he occasionally makes a larger 
pipe, he prefers the challenge of cre- 
ating light pipes with elemant curves. 
He often plays with the angle between 
the bowl and the shank, explaining 
that a difference of only a few degrees 
can make pipes that have the same 
basic shape completely different. 

“In the beginning, my plipemaking 
friends told me that the American mar- 
ket prefers larger pipes,” he explains. 
“Itseenved silly to me because there are 
so many pipe smokers in the United 
States that some of them must prefer 
amall or medium pipes. Thankfully, 
my thoughts were conflemed when 
| established my Web site (www. 
lenioleplpes.com) and people bought 
my pipes.” 

When sanding a pipe, Maurizio 
starts with 4i+grit sandpaper, which 
he places on a circular disk. After 
using the 40-grit sandpaper, Maurizio 
uses Aiegrit sandpaper and then 
alains each pipe with an orange stain 
and allows it dry overnight so he 
can more easily follow the grain. He 
then applies 320-, 400- and S00egrit 
papers. 

“l only use a disk sander,” he 
explains humorously. “[t’s typical of 
the Pesaro school. Working at Ser 
Jacopo we used disk sanders. Recemntly 
my dear friend Brute Sordini, who 
makes Don Carlos pipes, started to 
use a belt sander, and he recommend 
ed that [ have to try it sometime, but | 
am lazy and I'm conservative. | think 
Lcan do everything | need with this 
because | don’t like corners. I like 
round, delicate shapes. [ don't need 
the belt to make those.” 

Almost three-quarters of Le Nuvale 
pipes feature smooth finishes. The 
rest were rusticated until January 
2008, when Maurizio acquired a sand- 
blasting machine, which he keeps at 
another location so that he doesn't 
disturb his in-laws. He mow will rus- 
titate pipes that have uninteresting 


grain and blast those that have good 
grain but contain several flaws. 
“Sandblasts are very beautiful 
because you can discover the skeleton 
ofa pipe,” he explains. “You can even 
read the briar better in a sandblast 
than in a smooth pipe. | have many 
American clients who ask me to make 
a deep blast. | like deep blasts, but 





aometinees a deep blast causes you to 
loge the flame grain in certain shapes. 
[ think it’s important that a good 
blast shows both the horizontal rings, 
which ore the age rings, and the 
flame grain. A blast 4 finished when 
you can read both of them.” 
Maurizio wes only two colors 
when staining a smooth pipe—a clear 
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Nomenclature 


Each Le Nuvele pipe features -a 
hand-cut white resin wisp of smoke oF 
Cloud on the stem and is stamped with 
“Le Nuvole,” “Handmade in ttaly* and 
the grade number aboree a cloud 

Le Nuvele pipes are graded in the 
followlng manner: 

1 Rusticated 

2 Rusticated and anvooth finish 

4 First of the amooth finishes 

445mecth with good grain 

Samoaoth with a straight grain 

samooth with a better straight 
grain 

Famoocth with an almost perfect 
straight @rain 

SExtremely sare, perfect straight 
grain pipe, referred to ay Angel Hair 


idaurizko has carved only two Grade 
8 pipes and seven Grade 7 Cloud pipes 


in Le Nuwole's 1 $year history, 

Sandblasts are grades "81," “S2° or 
“S4" depending on the beauty af the 
wood alter the blast. 

fed represents the Tombaris’ mast 
Linigue and fantasy-inspired designs. 
These freehand pipes are stamped 
with a serial number and come with 
a guarantee that inchicdes the serial 
number, date of purchase and the 
price. 

Collectors often refer to Le Nuwole 
pipes by its grade nomber followed by 
“clouds.” Por example, a colbector whe 
has a grade 5S pipe would say that he 
has a “five clouds” pipe 


Le Nuwole pipes ane availabe by vis- 
iting the Website at ww denndlepi nes. 
connor e-mailing Maurizio Tombari at 
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natural finish and clear brown color. 
His rusticated pipes are stained dark 
brown. His blasts are available with 
three colors—clear, brown and dark 
brown. “Why do some plpemakers 
use 30 many colors?" he asks. “It's 
just for appearance, and after a few 
amokes the color will darken any- 
way.” 

Rather than coating the inside of 
the bowl to aid the break-in process, 
Maurizio keeps it hare. 

“SORTLELLIME: Vou Can coat the inside 
of the bowl ta hide defects,” ine states. 
“Ch you might coat the inside of the 
bowl to make it break in faster. Bait if 
you have very good seasoned briar, it 
will only take a few smokes to break 
in the pipe anyway, 30 [ don't de it." 

Each Le Nuvele pipe is finished 
when Maurizio hand-stamps the 
shank and then hand-drills the 
impression on the stem in which he 
will pour a small amount of white 
resin to create his logo—a witp of 
amoke or cloud. Bight down to the 
logo, every Le Nuvole pipe is different 
because it’s imposible to create the 
exact same logo by hand. 

Later in the evening, after a fill- 
ing dinner of piadinas with Stefania 
and several friends at the beach- 
aide stand, Maurizio fills a pipe with 
his favorite tobacco—Lane’s Crown 
Achieverent—and excuses himself 
for a stroll down the beach. As the 
aun sete behind the hills to Pesaro’s 
west, some families light bonfires 
and barbecues on the beach, and a 
few vessels make their way out of the 
harbor toward some of the Adgiatic's 
fishing grounds so that the tourists 
can enjoy another meal of fresh sea- 
food Lomorrow, 

A light breeze stiles Maurizio’s fra- 
grant tebacco into eddies af thin 
amoke that curl arqund his head 
before ascending into the sky. Clearly 
relaxed and enjoying the peaceful 
aoenery, Maurizio Pauses a Moment 
and explains that he considers him- 
self an artisan, rather than am artist. 

“since | started working on my 
own with be Nuvole, [ haven't felt 
ihe urge to paint because | am already 
expressing myself in an artistic sense 
in making pipes. Instead of spend- 
ing my free time painting, | can mow 
spend it with others.” [a7 
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Old Time Full Service Pipe Shop 
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Fine collection of High Grades 
Flexible Lay-Away Plan 
Check our Estate section 
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Downsizea: 


A BIG world of smait pipes 


When is a tobacco pipe not a 
tobacco pipe? 
To downsize is to bring something 
down to a slightly smaller scale, to 
underge a reduction in size. Remember 
those 19406 radio days* episodes of that 
superhero, that man of steel who stood 
for truth, justice and the American Way? 
“Look! _ Up in the sky ... It's a giant 
bird ... Is a plane ... It's Superman!” 
Pasershy and onlookers weren't sure 
what they were secing high above. | 
sometimes feel that ambivalent, more 
often dubious about the exact intent of 
the maker when [ see a diminutive pipe 
for sale on eBay, at a pipe show or ima 
private collection. | ask myself: “What, 
exactly, is it? Who made it? How was 
it marketed and merchandised? Can 
it be smoked?” For me, mo concrete 
answers, ome speculation, lois of con- 
jecture. A cigar of cigarette holder in 
the shape of a pipe? Dollhouse minia- 
ture? Child's toy? Novelty? Christmas 
tree ornament? Salesman’s sample? 
Bubble pipe? Cracker Jack'™ surprise? 
Game board piece? Were those silver 
and gold devices in the shape of a pipe 
4 jeweler’s expression of a toggle, pen- 
dant, fob charm, the tack or cufflinks? 
Maybe the short smoker that 
Vicborian-era opera athendees called 
“hetween-the-acts*? Thode have been 
around for at least a century. Dunhill 
catalogs of the 19206 and 19505 altered 
a wide variety of “Ladies Pipes,” and 
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advertised: “Each pipe bs of miniature 
size and dainty appearance, graceful 
in outline and proportion”; some cut 
from old briar reot and containing 
an dluminum inner tube were fitted 
inte custom-made, leather cases. Small 
pipes suitable for ladies were displayed 
at the Tobacoo Trade Exhibition im the 
Olympia Exhibition Halls, Olympia, 
England, in 1927, and were the sub 
ject of a March 1944 Maden Mechanix 
article, “English Ladies Smoke Tiny 
Tipes": “Feminine smokers of London, 
England, are adopting a dainty lit- 
tle pipe mow on the market." Many 
women smoke a pipe nowadays ame 
several manufacturers continue to make 
traditional-lonking ladies pipes, but J 
don't know for sure whether “dainty 
litthe"—we've all seen those brightly 
colored, thinestone-studded miniature 
pipes of relatively recent manufacture 
that some tobacco shops merchan- 
dise—is the only kind of pipe that 
appeals to the moder: woman. Much 
more diminutive pipes of the afore- 
mentioned size find a purpose now and. 
then. In Popular Science, October 1939, 
appeared the following: 


Tiny Pipes Form Unusual Bracelet 
Made up of a group of miniature 
amoking pipes, comparable to con- 
ventional pipes in every detail except 
size, a ‘charm bracelet’ owned by a 
New York tobacconist is pictured in 
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the photograph at the right .. 


This emay, then, is about scale amd 
purpose, topics in pipe-collecting cir 
clei that hardly ever pet mentioned; 
it’s Mone accurate to say, as Rodney 
Dangerfield would repartee, miniature 
pipes “den't get mo respect.” Por sure, 
no pipe book, to my knowledge, has 
ever devoted more than a paragraph, 
if that much, to acknowledge or pay 
a modicum of tribute to these pipes, 
a0 | want to fell their stary. After all 
these years in this hobby, [| am con- 
Vinced that in pipes there is nothing 
that somebody deesn’t collect, so the 
idea of collecting mini-pipes is mot that 
far-fetched of flighty. (Collecting them 
is not any more peculiar than collect- 
ing pipe club pins, a rage started by 
Olumpic enthusiasts. | got mvy first pipe 
club pin sometime in the 1970s, and 
in the last 40 years, while the number 
of pipe clubs has grown arithimetically, 
the number of pipe club pins has grown 
exponentially, more than enough to 
make a very substantial collection, if 
someone likes that sort of thing.) 


Miniature pipes explained ... 
sort of 


Collecting miniatures of amything and 
everything has been a popular hobby 
far years antong adults. Untortunately, 
mention miniature pipes to other than 
the most knowledgeable collector, ec, 


4a neophyte, and he may autemati- 
cally think of a delightful, if unrealistic, 
hobby Limited to the decoration of doll- 
houses. Sure, same of these wee pipes 
are obscure, some are unorthodox, but 
in this eclectic hobby, just about any- 
thing can qualify as a tobacco pipe. 
Heard the expression, “If it walks like 
a duck and talks like a duck, it must be 
aduck"? Well, | restate this differently: 
Lf it looks like a pipe and has a shape 
like a pipe, it must be a pipe! Pipe ool- 
lectors of every stripe should appreci- 
ate the virtuosity of the producers of 
even smallish pipes that may be quite 
impractical to smoke. Small pipes are 
nothing new. They come in different 
formats, mediums, configurations ard 
national expressicns, but they're often 
bunched together as “Tom Thumb" 
pipes, after that imaginary English folk- 
lowe hero who was no bigger than his 
father's thumbs, 

This classification is far beo generic: 
“Tom Thumb" refers only to size. There 
is mech more substance to these small 
pipes than size alone. in the beginning, 
45 pipe historians recount, the earliest 
English clay pipes were of a diminutive 
aize, sore as small as theee inches in 
length, and they held scarcely more 
that a thimbletul of tobaceo; the bowls 
had a very small capacity owing to the 
acarcity and price of tobacoo. They 
were called “fairy of “elfin" pipes for 
that reason. 

Another tiny clay pipe was familiar- 
ly called a “sentry” pipe. As the legemd 
foes, military sentries were nat permit- 
ted to smoke while on guard duty, but 
these who did smoke concealed their 
pipes and took a quick puller tbwowhen 
olficers were booking elsewhere. ‘There 
is the traditional Japanese Aiserv that, 
by design, is a miniature affair having 
4 very amiall bowl, so small that to fill 
it requires just a few pinches of tobac- 
oo. WAL Penn, in Tie Severane Herbe 
(101), makes the following claim: “In 
the far north very small metal pipes, 
holding a minute quantity of tobaco, 
are favoured.” | have proof of this. 
A few oof thee ‘far north’ miniature 
metal pipes are Wustrated in A Complete 
Gilde fo Collecting Amthpee Pipes. They 
are peculiar to the Walcheren Islands, 
Zeeland, Netherlands, in the North 
Sea: very short smokes—so short that 
they're collectively called “nose warm- 


ers"—popular among the lescal fisher- 
men. Usually made of cast, lightweight 
metal and formed as various whimsbcal 
figurals with a harm mouthpiece, they 
are pipes that mever grew to be adults. 
also own a few small German porce- 
lain pipe bowls with a military motif 
designed for use with a small cigar 
Or a stout cigarette: in the absence of 
4 better descriptor, | call them mini- 
tegimentals. (The German word for 
these, shannelkdpchen, does mot trams 
late well) 

I's true that the medium imndi- 
cates whether a pipe will be a pleasant 
smoke, but are length and height, Le, 
size or dimendons, determinants of a 
pipe suitable for smoking? You hear 
and read about it everywhere, so many 
argue it: size matters. It's an evergreen 
discussion, and ii can be about any- 
thing: ideas, muscle cars, box staves, 
monster waves, McMansions, diamond 
rings, skyscrapers, TW screens, appe- 
tites, egos, salaries and certain parts 
of the hiiman anatomy. Yet there bs 
the wisdem of Lemuel Gulliver, in 
Jonathan Switt’s Gulliver's Trrvels, who 
adic: “Undoubtedly Philosaphers are in 
the Bight when they tell us, nothing is 
great or litth except by Comparieon." 
So to be a growaeap pipe, that is, ome 
properly sized for smoking tobacco, 
must it be at least five to six inches in 
length with a bowl of at beast a spe- 
cific minimal height, diameter and wall 
thickness? And are all other pipes of 
less length, height and bowl diameter 
toys? | know of neo industry-established 
“minimal- of standard-lengih and 
-height" for a tehaceo pipe. OF course, | 
confess that | don't know what the pre- 
cise length and height of a mini ought 
to be either. To me, it's like pornogra- 
ply: Fl know it when | see it! 


industry exemplars 

Throughout the lengthy history of the 
tobacco trade, myriad fanciful, eye- 
appealing and delicate devices were 
both hand made and mass produced. 
So many of these relatively tiny pipes 
are precious litthe wtemsils, crafted 
with the samve skill and effort as big 
pipes. Making a small pipe cam take as 
much tine as making a grown-up pipe. 
What's remarkable is that these quaint 
little pipe; were crafted engaging all 
sorts of interesting materials: amber, 


i] 


Bakelite, clay, gold, gutta percha, horn, 
iwory, silver and other metals, exotic 
woods—same of all these materials in 
combination, a& in Art Deco pipes— 
and, of course, the two most popular, 
meerchaum and briar. | offer a few 
illustrations of these that are really 
seit! in size, but reaily ily din quality 
and craftsmanship. 

Mat much is known about the mak- 
ers of auch small finery, and even leis bs 
known about why of for whom so many 
of these oddithes were produced, but a 
litthe something is known about bwo 
artisans who made quite a number of 
ihem. A certain John Stands in Timber 
(1882-1967), a Cheyenne Indian, made 
miniature pipes out of Catlinite that 
he sold as cigarette holders, in which 
ihe cigarette protruded upright from 
the bowl. The May 1446 isswe of Pipe 
Lovers contains the stery of Virgil H. 
Freemian, 2 pipe repairman who started 
his business in the 1940s, them began 
a4 hobby of making miniature pipes 
in meerchaum, horn, briar and other 
materials. Freeman remarked: 

| would extend my hobby ta the 

pipe collector amd he could enjoy 

my feplicas in miniature .... All of 
my miniatures are complete with 
push of screw stems, gold of silver 
hands, and af course are bored to 
smoke, exactly the save as any pipe 

... | donated five of my miniature 

pipes which included four (briars 

and one meerchaum |to a Bond 

Auction). | was mot only pleased but 

somewhat surprised when | learned 

that my contribution had brought 
in over a thousand collars .... The 
entry of my miniatures in the 

World's Pair [1939] exhibit resulted 

in wklespread publicity, and since 

that time | have been relatively basy 
turning oul model pipes. By mow 
| have made somewhere between 

2,000 and 2.500 line pipes ... 1 

have made all types and kinds of 

pipes in miniature. The size varies 
from one-half inch on up, and the 
materials weed are all genuine -... 

The smallest pipe | ever made was 

carved of Congo ebony and was but 

4/16" lon. 


In my own experience, | believe 
that | saw the ultimate in diminutive 
pipes when | was living in Germany 


Fr 


rom the collection of Ben Rapaport, photos by jean-Roben Guenard 
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An assortment of mini-pipes, 
predominantly of amber 


in the earky 1970s. These may be the 
smallest pipes ever, a set of 90 precioas 
mini-briars made by the master arti- 
sans at Savinelli between 1%67-1969— 
almost 100 years after the company 
was founded—nestled in a display case, 
each mo bonger than about one inch, 
each representing a standard shape 
that the company was manufacturing 
during that era. | assumed that the set 
traveled all around Europe, because | 
often saw it im the window of varios 
pipe shops in Germany and Halland; 
store managers told me that they were 
on Joan from the factory. It is certainty 
4a one-of-a-kind set, each pipe hand- 
crafted in infinitely accurate detail, ard. 
each must have required due dilizence, 
patience and much time to execuile: 
functionally sound, but impossible 
to smoke. The company retains the 
set and it no longer travels because, 
according to an e-mail from Giancarle 
Savinelli at his Milan beadquarters: 
“Its tes prechous and unrepeatable.” 
When you think about it, it's easy 
to understand his comcem. To make 
stich micro-miniaturized pipes requires 
a more disciplined approach to con- 
ception, impeccale attention to detail 
in preparing materials, and a great 
deal mare skill in execution to work 
in smaller scales. But Savinelli was 
not the only company that conceived. 
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A group of Bakefibe and quita 
percha minis 





A selection of silver miniatures 


this promational idea. According to 
(aniector’s Garde to AKarioadie Pipes: A 
forthy Clroeegy of Kapwondile Grades, 
Slurmes anid Prlees (2936-1969), written 
by Robert W. Stokes, between 1954 
and 19658, the company intresduced 
“Two-inch miniature replicas of ‘their 
hig brother’* Yellow Bole produced 
some amallish briars and, mo doubt, 
other pipe factories may have presiuced. 
alimilar wares. 


0) .——— 


An odd lot consisting of porcelain, clay, 
beracotta, wood and mixed metal 


An array of mini-meerschaums 


Worthwhile collectible or 
whimsical curiosity? 

Could these be a collectible category 
all their own? | certainly think so. You 
may think differently, that these little 
devices are just knickknacks, insignili- 
cant kitsch, inconsequential baubles, 
throwaway nowelties, Little mothings, 
a waste of good tobacco money, and 
net worth the trouble or effort te oal- 
lect. Many may respond: “They're cute, 





Four examples of mos 


Wares 


but they're not coy kind af thing,” and 
Id understand. Theyre not bor every- 
ane. But what if some of these minis 
were mat playthings, but exacting, to- 
acale replicas—salesmen's samples—of 
standard-size pipes? Then they would 
represent the trappings of all those 
struggling Willy Lomans (the feature 
character in Arthur Miller's compelling 
Death of A salesmen) of the tobacco 
trade who, years ago, pounded the 
pavement, jample case in hand, selling 
to pipe and cigar stores nathonwide. If 
this were so, [would lowe te find those 
larger examples, and then | would own 
amatched pair, sort of, a litthe-guy pipe 
and his big-hrother pipe, and | weuld 
then have a human-interest story to 
tell! 

A statement aired in a recent epti- 
aode of the Discovery Channel's docu- 
mentary serbes heated by Matt Rogers, 
“Really Bia Things,” is worth repeating: 
“We live in a world where some things 
continue to get smaller and smaller.” 
In collecting, big isn't mecessarily of 
always better, Big is certainly better if 
you intend to smucke that pipe for long 
periods of thme and often, but if you 
bought one now and them as a collect 
ibe, then minute pipes are often bet- 
ter mace, offen wing more prechous, 
more tare materials, and executed with 
more painstaking effort. | beliewe that 


Size isn't everything. [im in agreement 
with the title of Malcolm Gladwell’s 
book, How Lite Pnnies Cant idke A 
Big ENjfenence. Dhon't forget a principle 
al collecting: sometinves, many small 
things can form ane lane, expressive 
thing. There i& a troe fascination with 
all things miniature and with the skills 
involved in creating a miniature work 
af art. They have a capacity to evoke 
responses that far exceed their physi- 
cal dimensions. It is often sabd that to 
represent ardinary things on an ewer- 
reducing scale is, arguably, to render 
them mare powerful in viewal berms. 
According to anthropologist Claude 
Lévi-Strauss: “all miniatures seem to 
aesthetic quality," 
because there i: art in small things! 


have am intrinsic 


The Spanish poet Pederico Garcia Lorca 
expressed tt cereirally: *... the mission 
af smal) things bi ... to bring inside amd 
place in our hand objects or ideas of 
Often, diminutive 


things @o bevend the capacity of our 


laree perspective.” 


human senses and stralm the eyes. 
As John Mack declares in Mee Art of 
Antal Thiregs (20008 | 
Small is, by convention, understood 
to be beautifully formed. [T]he pro 
cess of creating small things are 
not simply technologies for rectuc- 
Ing scake but ales imply a corre- 
sponding exagzeration of content. 


The description of the miniature as 
an object of allure, or of owe, is far 
from exhausting iis potential sigmili- 
cance. The making and manipulat- 
ing al the miniature constitute mot 
just the product of a technology 
al the aesthetic but also a cultural 


i 


Ofcourse, there are always those who 
will disagree. For example, referring to 
clay pipes, an Archaeological Report of 
the Canadian Institute claims: 

DTINULive pipes ape qulle COMO, 

and though some doubt attaches 

itself ta them as to whether they 
were for actual use by adults or toys 
for children, the small) size of some 
clay pipes has led to the conclusion 
that they were made as toys for 
children. Qecastonally such pipes 
are not only small, but they are so 

[c}rode in form as to make it tober- 

ably clear that children themselves 

were the artificers.’ 


What about that universal asser- 
tion that “Good jor precious) things 
come in small packages"? Your repoin- 
der will probably be that great things 
come in bigger packages. Or the words 
of an Gnenyvous poet who wrote: 
“Tes the litthe things in life that bring 
the greatest happiness.” lin 1O73, Ernat 


From the collection of lett Folloder, photos by pett Fotloder 





Miniature pipes by 
Adam Davidson 








A Danish style in miniature by Manna lvarsson 


Schumacher, an economist, coined the 
phrase, “small is beautiful,” referring to 
globalization, but since that time this 
ap hori continues to attain wider res- 
onance in numer contexts, inchud- 
ing collecting. Small mot only can be 
beautiful, but it also can be power- 
ful. Never underestimate the power of 
amiall! Collecting these very affordable, 
itty-bitty pipes and cheroot holders 
may mot be anyone's cup o° tea. | am 
quite well aware that it's impossible to 
derive much pleasure from smoking 
most of thes: diminutives, but they 
sure are fun to look at and to study 
thelr composition. Many are mest just 
diminutive expressions of the trade; 
they are tiny remnants of tobacco’s 
lengthy history. 

[ sort of equate these tobacco bibe- 


lot to miniature beaks because (a) 


uy 


Tom Eltang (rusticated poker) and 


the micro scale 


most miniature books are typically bess 
than three inches tall and some can be 
amaller than a penny; (bi when you 
hold a miniature book in your hand, 
it is like holding a jewel ... engaging, 
artiul and sometimes eccentric; arid 
jc) they are captivating examples of 
the bookmaker’s craft: gilt, bejeweled, 
painted, toobed, iluminabted amc illus- 
trated by the likes of Picasso, Mind amd 
Edward Garey. In a word, the labor in 
making a miniature pipe is not unlike 
the labor involved in producing a small 
book. The same can be said of netsukes, 
alihough these carved and sculptured 
loge in various mediums have mare 
in common with pipes than do books, 
when considering artican dexterity ard 
skilful manipulation of materials. 

In the October 1956 ise of 
Hobbies—The Magazine for Collectors 


The unmistakable 
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A remarkable miniature set by & 


Gent even on 





vinelti 





appeared Joseph H. Gray's article, “Just 
Eragging About Some ‘Litthe Things.’* 
Gaay claimed: “There is nothing amall- 
er than my knowledge of the subject" 
He owned, at that time, 550 pipes, “the 
largest collection of emall pipes any- 
where,” and he described the collection 
in detail: 
Each and evervone of the aloremen- 
tioned is anvokeable ewer to the tiny 
1/8" meerschaum, whose stem is 
bored fike the others. Among the 
lot are pipes af every description 
and material .... These are pipes of 
applewood, chery, corm cob, calla- 
hash, metal, plastic, atone, maple, 
and many other materials. There is a 
three-quarters inch very pipe from 
India surmounted by seven pranc- 
ing elephants. There is an airplane, 
an aute, a house, amd many freak 


items which are purely the inmagima- 
tlan of the artist .... There are little 
glass pipes and some made from 
gnarled twigs. Average size 6 around 
ane inch although some are amaller 
and a few larger. There are water 
pipes, peace pipes, oplum pipes, clay 
pipes, carved mecrschaums of all 
Kinds, churchwartens, old German 
and Austrian types ... Credit is due 
the man who fashioned them. He is 
VOH. Freeman, formerly of Lincoln, 
Neb., mow fefired on a farm, and 
resting on his laurels 


| mentioned Virgil Freeman earlier 
and, here, Gray credits Freeman as his 
supplier 10 years later im a different 
publication. This is a vivid example of 
the theory, the six degrees of separa- 
tion, and more proof that, figuratively 
and literally, it really is a small world! 
Are any of today’s carvers mak- 
ing Lilliputian pipes & la Freeman, 
and is anyene collecting them? More 
than half a century after Joseph Gray 
went public about his collection, | arm 
pleased to introduce someane who's 
been taken in by these tiny treasures 
and has comiisshorned some interest- 
ing specimens Known to many, eff 
Poiloder is one of today's respected pipe 
experts, and although he's reluctant to 
acceemM this accolade, Martin Farrent 
(wwe piofentioxdel saves: “Jeff Folloder 
is probably one of the world's bes- 
known pipe collectors." He has a sub 
stantial collection of mini-briars made 
by some of today's foremeast craftsmen. 
| contacted Folloder, who enthusiasti- 
cally responded as follows: 
One of my dutie: Involved visiting 
pipe makers in their workshops. The 
first visit was to Danish pipe peas 
sioner Tom Eltang. Tom was dem- 
onitrating many of his teals, amd. 
one thing led te another; Tom chal- 
lenged himself to make one of his 
signature, rusticated poker in true 
“tiny-pipe* size, The only caveat was 
that the pipe had to be functional. 
He did it, and | smoked it. Then on 
to Peter Heeschen’s farm. Peter saw 
Tom's tiny pipe, and the gauntlet 
was laid at his feet. Anything Tom 
can do, | can do! We picked up a 
scrap Of briar om the band saw, amd 
the next thing | knew, Peter's sig- 
nature “P* shape was finished and 


lL was smoking it Over time | have 
cajoled many pipe makers to add to 
my collection: Nanna Ivarsson, Will 
Purdy, Hiroyuki and Yuki Tokutomi, 
Lasie Skowgaard, Rolando Negolta, 
Takeo Arita, Alex Flarovy, Matzhold, 
Adam Davidson, Maurizio Tombart, 
Kitahara ... and more are on the 
way! All are functional and | have 
amoked each one. | even have a few 
tiny tamper to accompany. Why 
do | collect these? Because | have 
a0 much fin doing it, and the pipe 
makers aeem to have just as much 
fun. When | display them at a show, 
the best responses are from pipe 
makers. They pick them up, smile, 
laugh, and then challenge them- 
selves to make one for me. These 
mini-pipes are the embodiment of 
the fun and enjovnent that ii at 
the base of the piper’s circle. They 
represent the best of this hobby, at 
least to me! 


Wren Folloder talks minis, he's talk- 
ing"... just under 1.745 inches long by 
a@ little more than a half inch tall, and 
mbost of them are under 2.5 inches long 
by 1 inch tall. Lean carry the entire col- 
lection (with a lot al pom to spare) in 
a single pistol case!” An important test 
for any miniature is how well its min- 
ute detail withétands scrutiny wnder 
magnification. One thing that feff did 
not speak to but no doubt kmows is an 
obvious, distinct and esthetic advan- 
tage of mini-pipes over full-size pipes: 
for all these who continue to do verbal 
battle on the highly emotional topic cf 
briar pipe flaws, fills and other assorted 
allepation: of woody fim-fams, minis 
ate more perfect pipes, because blem- 
ishes vigihle to the naked eve on a 
full-size pipe are mo longer visible. Of 
course, this is mot the primary 1ea- 
son for collecting them, Also, [ den't 
know whether “buy small-scale objects, 
because on a dollars/square inch basis, 
small items trade higher than big 
ones —one of the nine base rules of 
long-term investing Im art, antiques 
and collectibles—applbes to mini-pipes. 
For sure, Folloder bought with a critical 
eye toward today's pipe artistry, mot 
tomorrow's pipe protit. 

Care to start a collection of new-age 
diminutives? Calabresi makes a serkes 
of mini-pipes, there are myriad Turkish 


mini-meerchaums in the market, mini 
Quark pipes and mini comcobs. Begin 
gradually, perhaps, with a starter set, 
like this one offered on the Internet 
for a mere $29: “Keutters Porcelain 
Miniature Tobacco Set with Pipe Rack 
Designed for the 1:12 scale minia- 
ture setting. Imported from Ceermany 
fade of Porcelaine [sic] and metal and 
wood." My only caution to the reader is 
be watchful, because in the Last quarter 
century the market has been saturated 
with a sea of mass-produced, minia- 
ture ceramic. meerschaum and exotic 
wood pipes that the IVEA has classitbed 
45 Marijuana of head pipes. These, 
boo, are small in overall size, but a 
dead giveaway is the brass mesh screen 
found inside the bowl Qme can envoke 
tobacco in these pipes, but these were 
produced for a different target market 
and for recreational smoking of another 
cured weed, canmabis. Hopefully, any- 
one starting a collection of muini-pipes 
will be able to discriminate between 
“oldies and poodies” made for tobacco, 
and those made for poking. 

Small may not be the new big, but 
amall can be intriguing, amd small can 
easily be overlooked. Sa | exit with 
a couple of random thoughts from 
yesterday and today that preity much 
sum up my view of all this, OF six 
imitations of English poets written on 
the topic of tobacon by Issac Hawkins 
Browne in the Ith century, this one, 
the imitation of Ambrose Phillips, “Ckde 
to. a Tobacco Pipe" begins: “Little tube 
of mighty powerCharmner of an idle 
hour... (italics are mine). When you 
visit Disneyland, the theme sang con- 
atantly played is the Sherman Brothers’ 
composition “It's a Small World (After 
Al.” And | dare not forget Kay Starr's 
hit song from the 1990s, “Little Things 
Mean a Lot.” So if pou like miniature 
pipes, then think big, like Jeff Folloder 
.. and collect small! PAT 


john Stands in Timber, and 
Margot Liberty, Chepenne Mernarles 
(University of Nebraska Press, 
1972), BT. 


2. GLE. Laidlaw, “Miniatures, Or 
Diminutive Belics,” The America 
Antipariant And Oriental fornal, 
Volume AXA, January—November, 
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Rich Lewis of Lewis Tobacco in Minneapolis has spent 35 


years improving his skills as a pipenraker, a pipe repairman 


and a tobacco retail shop proprietor 


At 6 feet, 4 inches tall, Rich Lewis is a 
hig guy whe likes to make and smoke 
big pipes. 

One of his most recent freehand cre- 
ations that sold the minute it was fin- 
hed has a 3-inch dianveter with a bowl 
depth of 275 inches. 

Aund he & cometanily busy. lin his small 
ahopon Marquette Averwe in downtown 
Minneapolis, Lewis lard sands his pipes 
behind the retail counter while custom 
em drop in bo check out his latest work 
and solve the world's probler. 

Lewis knows his market, Holding his 
current project, he explains, “This one is 
4 little bit bigger. But | try to make small 
stuf occasbonally, too. The American 
market hai always been for a little bit 
larger pipes. Casual smoking is cifficult, 
since you can't amike in pacblic anymore 
rice. 

“lL den't see alot of demand for real 
amuall stulli—maybe bor sone weonver.” 
Reaching wider the counter Lewis fneds 
anme pipes that he says were mace in 
the Lipahall factory. “They were probably 
‘chasing Baws,’ which would account 
for the bowls being so small They had 


a 


4 bunch of these. [bought them mecathy 
for wonten who want something that 
small” 

Lewis has been carving pipes for about 
45 years. He began shortly after taking 
over his father's business, The Tobacco 
Shop, ust a year out of high school 

“Thre inside of the bowl if not peal real 
large. | might expand ita litth: bit with 
anmidling comes if | need to. Or f can go bo 
4 bigger drill bit, Hut the monster ingides 
ape just too difficwdt to anoke. tt takes a 
Jot of draw to keep that burning. That's 
why large pots are so difficult to smoke. 
Who can constantly keep that burning? 

“Dad had only owned the store a 
couple years, He was interested in making 
pipes, too. | found comespondence with 
several European plipemakers—Danish 
eqpecially. So he had the idea to start 
bringing some of that in. He also brought 
in Sone repair aquipmmertt, 

“When my father died | book tt ower 
and just stumbled thicugh. lt was ‘lean 
iy doing, with a bit of direction from 
one particular customer, a first chair bass 
player for the Minnesota Cnchestr 

“The thing [am intereitert in is shap- 





ing. That's number ome. Por years | never 
had a lathe. | only got one in the noid 
“AOK—10) pears after | started carving. 

“Not having a lathe really helped 
nee. | made a lot of standardized shapes, 
though the freehand craze was going on 
then. Twa things happened that changed 
my pipemaking dramatically. Cine was 
meeting the importers Pete and Pots 
Siegel from New York. Wy creds came 
from noy relationship with the Siewels. 
They needed someone who oould do 
quality repairs," Lewis says. They took 
hin inte several European pipe tacborkes 
where fee says le leaned from sonve of 
the best. “The tips raised my level of 
quality from maybe a five or six to an 
elghi” 

Lewit uses a lot of files, “That’s the 
way they taught ne at the factories. Mow 
Inn authored for repairs on pretty much 
all the major brands: Ashton, Ser Jacopo, 
Upshall, Radice and Becker, ameng oth- 
en. They send ‘em here ingtead of Bunope. 
A large part of my business is peteotitting 
stems. | have bo make them Jook like they 
went bo Europe. 

“The offer thing that was really fvelpful 


to me was Pete amd Rob being extremely 
critical of the stuff |] was doing—espe- 
cially in the styling, the clastic chapes, 
the billiards, the Canadians. lt was really 
all about the shape of the bel.” 

Even though he makes many free 
hands, Lewis save the ald Eunglish-style, 
classic shapes are really what he is about. 
“To me this is what has separated me out 
from ofver makers. Guys who are buying 
my pipes are colbecbors of that old stuff. 
S01 think it's a compliment when they 
aay they like the styling of my pipes. You 
look at the Castelbo billiards. They dew't 
look anything bike the English she. They 
ape Very much more a pot-ih style.” 

Banting to a picture of a Ser Jacopo 
billiard in am Ttalian book, Lewis says, 
“hoor Ehiat's a great pipe." 

“Savinelli makes the nicest machine- 
made pipes of anybody. Their stylings 
are definitely the classical English shapes. 
Someone knew what they were doing 
when they did that because the machine 
made pipes are mace from a bemyplate.” 


Lewis relate to clientele 

Lewis grew up in the Camden area, a 
working-class mekthborhoowl in North 
Minneapolis. Today he lives mot far away 
an the Northeast side 

His father was a bone builder who 
bought the pipe shop later in lite. With 
nore than 60 kick en his black in the 
1950s, ball-playing came naturally. Today 
Lewis fs in his 30th year playing softhall 
for the Whitehorse Pipe Company tear, 
sponsored by his shop. 

Lewis explain that his background 
helpé him relate to his tohacos shop cus 
tomers who come on foot, om bicycles, 
in buses of EMTs, with as wide a range 
of personalities a: their taaneportatian 
choboes. “They're mot just attomeys. Wie 
have a bot ef working-class people. Aun. 
because | grew up im a working-class 
neighborkood, | totally relate te Uben* 

Wearing a New York Yankees cap in 
Twins territory, Rodney stops in early on 
a Priclay afternoon just to kibitz. He can't 
amoke in the shop util Lewis installs a 
different ventilation system. A victim of 
4 hit-and-run acckdent when fee was on 
his bike, Rodney is still limping months 
later. Lewis rides his bike to the shop, boo, 
or takes the bus. 

Steve Sommers, who works in tech- 
nology, forms the beginning of a seal 


crowd in the shop a few minutes later 
and explains he had been a cigar smoker. 
“Lwatcoming here so much | felt obligat- 
ed to give the pipe a try. And at that point 
[figured | should buy one of Rich's pipes. 
That was sevenor eight months ago. So | 
don't have a bot of experience." 

Noting that he’s 40 “for as lomge as | 
can keep it there. Qiece [ bost my halr | 
kinda gave up on age," Sommers says he 
prefers Latakla blends im his pipe. tn addi 
tion to Lewis’ handmade pipes, he says 
he has Ser Jacepes too. “) have some nice 
pipes to bok ag.” 

All big pipes? “They te certainly not 
amall Without a deubt | like a bigger 
bowel. | have ome | want to bring back and 
[nave Rich) make the bowl a little bigger 

“| theught pipe smoking would be 
eacy. Just shove some tobaoca in and 
light it up. But apparently theres a litte 


nore nuance to it than that | have nore 
success With a wider bowl. Hut when it's 
fight it's really the most enjoyable smoke, 
| had a good pipe the other nighi— 
amoked about an how) and a half. And 
boy did | enjoy that the whole time." 

A new customer, S2-pear-old jay 
Tuocitho, was given a small pipe as a gilt 
from a Fiend who switched to larger 
pipes. He had been smoking ciganeties 
and cigars for six or seven years. Lewis 
Started him smoking Lames’ 10), which 
he condiders his. house blend, the mec 
popular of his dozens of selectbons. Lewis 
made sure Tuccitte had a mall and tamper 
boo, and ewen went so far as to show hin 
bo peck his Gest bowl of tobacco. 

“Light it peal well, tanyp it and re-light 
it,” be explained to the newbie. 

Reminiscent of Wimpy, the mooch 
of Popeye cartoon tame, Sommer. tells 
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Lewis te put his purchases “on coy tab, 11) 
probably give vou momey on Monday." 
In an aside, he explains, “It’s probably 
worth what | owe him if | never come 
back, even thoweh | think I'm his muse. 
L think his work has gotten better since 
he’s net me.” 

Samimers. turns the knife a bit mare, 
noting, “Cin occasion Rich turns out a 
pretty decent pipe. He's aotta make a low 
of “em. li vou wanna talk about air-brush- 
ing, just look at his Web site, He's really 
good with Photoshop. Those pipes book 
really good on the Web site, Then you 
come ln bo lok al ove ared it's “what's 
this?" 

With the laughter guiding him, 
Sommer ges mone revved up. “I really 
think he buys his pipes. You see all those 
tools back there? It makes it look like he 
doves this stuff.” 

Taking advantage of the moment, 
Lewis interject: that Sommers “is really 
neore like belewishon’s “Leave it to Heaver' 
character Bddbe Haskell than Wimpy." 

“All kicking aside. thi is a great place 
to come," Sommers notes. “The store 
i who the owner ik. Tobacco is about 
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socialization. | wish this place was bigger 
and we could smoke in here. [t's fun bo be 
in here aneking.” 

Ripe smvaker Sam, who good-nahunedhy 
declined to give his last name, has been 
amoking 10) in estate pipes for alsout a 
year. “I'm in the econcerealm here. I've 
tried cilwers, but..." 

Suburban Golden Valley attomey 
Mickey Greenberg has an office in his 
home—one of the few offices: where 
anyone can sill anoke. While he’s down- 
icwm, Greenberg stops to pick up two 
hali-pound bags of Blackbird, a blend of 
Black Cavendish and Virginia Flake, arn 
aromatic that he says even pleases. his 
wile. 

“That's the best. [| like it the best,” 
Greenberg saya of Blackbird, acing that 
he has been smoking Mackbird or some- 
thing ike it for more than 10 of the 40 
years he has been smoking. He buys a 
pound ata time because he isn’t alten 
downtown. 

Surprisingly, Greenberg says he hasn't 
bourht a pipe for about three years, but 
instead smokes his father’s old pipes and 
some he has boured at thea markets, to. 





Lewit hasn't considered a more faah- 
iomable suburban bocation. “The difficult 
part is anticipating whether we're going 
bo be taxed out of existence. You can't 
really plan ahead bo de stuff like that. 
You'd need te build a lounge for cigar 
amokers. That's the new reality of it,” he 
explains a3 be hand beefs his latest pipe 
while commiserating with his customers. 

Anchen ancnyaious cusbormer comes 
in seeking a peplacement for his only 
corricob. 

And a stranger whoa hopes to quit 
amoking 15 seeking some smokeless choa- 
rethes. “You'd probably be slitting your 
oun throat. But ve smoked for 30 years. 
I've paicl oy dues to the tohacoo compa- 
nbes ..." 

Lewis bells him that he has considered 
a smokeless product but couldn't decide 
an whial brand bo stock, 

The shopkeeper also explains that 
anomie anti-amoking laws cake ma seriae— 
like the one im St. Poul that lets a person 
buy a single cigar but bans the sale 
of single cigarettes. “They want you to 
buy—uned smoke—a whole pack." 

Not mbsing an opportunity te make 


his point about taxation with another 
customer asking for “a good cheap cigar,” 
Lewis shoots back, “That depends oan 
how cheap you're referring bo—had some 
at $2 before the new taxes Kicked in.* 

Lewis’ business lias not been helped 
fi the recent increaie in tobacco Lawes 
and anti-smoking efforts. Im addition to 
the federal burden, Minnesota recently 
impoked a 70 percent taxon the whole 
sale price. “That's 8700 on $1,000 worth 
‘of tohaces,” he explains in disgust. 

“Tn not a big fan of the governor (Tim 
Pawlenty) sine he raised our taxes so high 
on tobacco. He's a Republican. I’m a con- 
servalive Densoctal who voted for Jese 
Ventura because | couldn't stand Norm 
Coleman or Skip Humphrey, Hubert's 
kid. Petse was a total failure in my oui. 
But | would do it again, because | think 
it's good fo have a third party. 

“When Pawlenty ran he said he was 
not going to raise taxes. So it's onky a 
‘fee.” But that’s why fim working here 
hy myself mow. | couldin't afford te have 
another employee. Sill, it's hard to create 
and repair whike nunning the counter." 

Business was already chown atber Lewis 
moved Lewis Tobacco from a becatien 
across the sireet from Neiman Marcus. 
But it has been building again in the 
last couple of years. His pipe business is 
second to cigars but well ahead of choa- 
retbes. 

“You have to ibe in the pipe business 
to sell tobacco, though my inventory is 
pretty bow righ now. 

“T looked al baring some Narding- 
type freehands. Then | just thought “Why 
am [doing this? | ould just make them— 
three in one albermnoon—and retail them 
for 31500 lim going bo pet a stamp that 





aays freehand, with- 
cut my serial num- 
ber, | wank bo sepa. 
fate them oat from 
my regular line." 

Between cus: 
tomer Lewks says 
he really enjoys re- 
creating pipes from 
the pavi—ithe retro 
pipes that ane in high 
demand, like the 
old Harling (ruaints. 
While he alsa enjoys 
amoking them, Lewis 
aay’ he has “curtaibed 
amoking some simoe 
a heart attack. | had 
io appease the doctor 
somehow." 

The pipemaker is 
ta the point of put- 
ting some aloohal- 
hase walnut stain 
on the pipe im his 
hand as he continues 
to wand behind the 
cash regiher 

In addition to 
atvle, Lewis i per- 
anickety about srmall 
details, like where the draw hole meets 
the bowl of his pipes. “Por the pipes that 
l make, | deill this hole (the draw hale} 
first, then bring the bowl down to bh [t's 
probably an odd way te do tb. A bot ef the 
European guys sork of freehand it, which 
i always a bit of a difficult thing te de. 

“T bring the bowl bole down to the 
draw bole. That way it's always on the 
bottom. Aun actually I dell a little pilose 
hole ta see if everything i lined up, shift 





the block in my chuck, left to right ao 
you'll get something perbecthy centered 
and on the bottom.” 

His favorite bit is v-shaped—a re-cul 
spade bit. “L deill the draw hole cut a litte 
hit bigmer. Years ago | atarted out at an 
eighth of an inch. Now | use 4/92 of even 
Lf. When you start to anoke any pipe 
the wood will swell a bit with oeolsture 
in tt. So gobo a little bigger the airflow is 
definitely better." Be 





Lewis walks two career paths 
What stands out from all the pipes ond tobacco that line the 
walls of his pipe shop & ome of Bich Lewis’ proudest posses 
slons—a 45-1pmi gokd-colored pressing of the “Walleye Song" that 
he reconded iin 1986, “when | was an old man of age 34." 

The song 6 set to Dimitri Toimkin's funelsde mowle theme 
which was popularized by Frankie Laine in 1958, and charted 
again 22 years later wibert it was used in the Aive: Arathes motion 


Lewis was biped to front for the Hula-Poppers (a band named 
for a famous fishing lure} but ended up with primary writing 
credits for the regionally and seasonably popular song that 1s 
heard on Midwest radio stations each year as the Walleye fishing 
season begins, 

The recording was made, Lewis explains, after “a lot of us.sat 
around the campfire and had a few cocktails amd made itup. We 
decided that we had enough byrbcs to put it ta vinyl Back then 
there were no Ds of mips, so we pull it out asa 43 single 

Lewis is neocest about his contribution to the fishing clas- 
sic, “Most ofthe credit should go to bancieader Larry Hayes 
and Charlie Campbell the producer. They really put the fyrics 
together and when | cane in to sing the leact—l'm still waiting bor 
that check—I straightened up the lyrics and adkded a few things 
here and there,” 

Lewis is the only pipemaker in the Hula-Poppers. Most of the 
Other band members are still involved in music. 

Lewis describes his. own band, “The Rich Lewis Banel,” wich 
finpes from thee to five members, as “hlwe-eyed soul—Van 





Morison meets Mew Orleans. We play music we like At age 57 
we're now playing more offen than ever before." 

Music is Lewis’ second passion, He has played in bands since 
his freshman year in high school. His music came maturally. 
Brother Tom is one of thee top jazz bass players in town. “Mother 
used to sing a lot at hone, Father lowed mush: too. We grew up 
with Fats Waller on dad's phonograph. They never pushed! But it 
was something we kids always cick” 

Editor's note: “The Walleye Song” is available in mp3 form as a 
free download at yaw. tudinenalieve.cony walleye sory titra. Learn 
more about the Rich Lewis band at varwciiewisbarcon. 


Lewis tries to make his bits 4 mum thick 
at the bite point, with a long taper to 
that mark. He uses Lucite, primagily, and 
checks the size with calipers to make sure 
he’s right. 

The mouth piece is important to Lewis. 
“In general it’s half the pipe. Aund it's an 
important part for mee. It's the part that's 
going in pour mouth. 1's get te feel prc. 
Lapend alot of tine on that. 

“hy repair work has led me to defin- 
ing my pipes even more with the mvouth- 
piece because [inn booking at all the little 
nuances that all thre individual makers 
do—and they all do have littl: nuances. 
it’s invbepestings.” 

“When [im getting ready bo finish my 
stuff ll sard it usually to about a SRO 
SA) igrit) sandpaper, stain it, badif it and. 
te-saind it. That way | can see where highs 
and lows In the wood are. If there are any 
tougher sanding spots | can then take it 
down again past the stain. 

“Then I'll go toa 320 and eventually 
to a 400), Some ao to 600) 0 don't quite go 
to that evel Utry te let the butting wheel 
ido that work.” 

A tuler shows a finished bowl depth 
of 2.74 inches, with the bowl tapered. 
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only at the very bottom. “Ll den‘t like 
a teal rounded, really severe taper. 1 
think that design bends ta smoke a litte 
bit wel. And peaple have always commi- 
mented haw nicely oy pipes smoke." 
His finished pipes are simpby polished 
with carnauba and buffed. 

“lt takes longer to make billiard 
than a freehand Yeu're mone restricted. 
Someone once sald if you gave DOO blocks 
of wood to 100 monkeys you'd have 1M 
freehands and mot one billiard. 

“[don't say that to disparage the other 
things, but it & much easier bo chase flaws 
when pou know there's no limit on the 
desk. The high-end Danish guys aren't 
teally making freehands but freeform. 
I's a totally different thing.” 

Lewis bemoans the closing of the 
Stamvell factory im Germmark—the last 
pipe factory in that country, The Si 
petcent decline in pipe smoking there in 
Tecent years mintors what le thinks has 
happened elsewhere as well 

“Lhaays something about trying bo pre 
vent the outsourcing of fobs these days. 
Aund it follows right aleng with things like 
just one company making cigar humi- 
dors in this country amy more." 
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Marketing is much different mow 
that when Lewis inherited the business. 
For one thing. Lewis explains, “An ad in 
the Yellow Pages isn't a5 ioportant as a 
Web site today. You have to have a Web 
alte. The Internet allows me to have 
a constantly updated full-color cata- 
log distributed aruind the warkd and 
get orders any time—for only a couple 
bucks a month.” 

While be worders ihe wants his kicks 
to someday get involved with his. sheap, 
Lewis admits, “This is a toagty industry te 
be in. It's one of the last mom-and-pop 
like businesses.” 

But fe hopes he might “someday 
semi-retire. Pipemaking would be a great 
felivement job. There are a lot of good 
pipemahers out there. But to cho it as full 
time employment is difficult.” 7&7 


Rich Lewis can be contacted at: 
Lewis Tobacoo 

S27 Marquette Awe. 
Minneapolis, MIN 454412 
6123329129 

Wh len lipiperna 
Hewisitiewlpipe.conm 
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BY CHUCK §TAN LON 
Translating by Nawm Shteinbah 


The Russians are 
coming 


Three pipemakers from the former Soviet Union have 
developed followings for their high-grade carvings 


Generally, when pipe enthusiasts 
think about the focal points of high- 
trade pipemaking, there's a tendency 
io concentrate on Denmark, laly, the 
U.K... North America, Sweden, japan 
and various other geographical pock- 
ets of pipe craftumanship. We've rarely 
given the former Soviet Union much 
thought in this regard. 

It's time to change that—Russian 
pipemakers are positively brimming 


Sergey Aylanoy, 


with creative talent, and they are now 
making that talent known thooughaut 
the pipe weld. 

While many talented Russian juipe- 
Makers. are finding admirers worldwide 
for their work, three especially have clis- 
tinguished themselves with their high- 
grade contributions: Sergey Aylarov, 
Michail Revvagin and Viebor Yashtyloy. 

Living in that part of the world seem 
to bring with it particular problems bor 


craftsmen. Space enough for work bi at 
4 premium. The economic upheaval of 
a few years ago has had a lasting effect 
and suffictent funds for purchasing nec- 
enmary materials are always problematic. 
But the popularity of the Internet has 
helped iy peoviding comununbcation, 
pipemaking educathonal resources ard, 
perhaps most important, the ease of 
finding thousands of photos of high- 
trade pipes. 





Victor Yashtylov 

A former mewspaperman with a 
degree in economics and cybernet- 
ics, Vashtvloy was publishing his own 
newspaper when the Russdan financial 
crlsis of 1998 forced him into bank- 
ruptey. “It's not a pleasant memory,” 
he says. 

He made his first pipe out of African 
mahogany in S000. “le didn’t smoke 
all that well,” he cays, laughing. “Too 
many mistakes.” But the experience 
motivated him to investigate the pipe- 
making process. He explored mate- 
tials, the necessary technology amd 
tools. “During the next year | carved 
20 pipes from some red wood They 
didn't amoke too bad." 

He used only an electric drill at 
first and learned by studying the Welr 
altes of famous pipemakers. “And then 
there were countless trial-and-error 
experiments," he says. 

“l used to work with Spanish briar 
in my early pipemaking years, but | 
buy mostly Italian briar these days. | 
quickly found that pipe smokers in 
Russia preter Italian briar. | personally 
don't find much difference in taste 
between the two. Spanish briar often 
has darker and nicer grain structure 
than Italian beriar, but to be honest, 
it has more pits and hidden defects 
boo." 

Working in the 160-square-foot 
workshop in his apartment, Yashoylov 
always starts a pipe with a shape in 
mind ard tries to find the right block 
ob wood for the shape, mot the other 
way around. “Obviously, briar defects 
change original intentions and result 
in disappainiments, especially i the 
block booked especially promising." 

For the internal components, he 
considers himself conservative. “| 
believe that all of the best engineer- 
ing solutions have been found— 
there's not much left to discover." 
His tebacos chambers are drilled to 
21-22 mm in diameter and 40-45 
mim deep. Smoke channels are 4 mm 
to 4.5 mm “though rarely, for spe- 
cial ordered larger chimney pipes, 
IH go te S mm.” The smoke chan- 
nels in his mouthpieces are comical, 
tapering from 4 mm te 2.4 mm. “] 
pay a lot of attention to the lip but- 
tons—they're 1.5 mm thick and 17- 
19mm wide. Openings at the lip are 
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always trumpeted and polished inside.“ 

Yashtylov uses bowl coatings infrequently. “Sometimes 
il use them when making a pipe on commission from 
an inexpericnced pipe smoker or when darker inside bow! 
color is desirable and complementary to the exterior bow! 
color.” All of his mouthpieces are hand cut from vulcanite 
or Cumberland. 

While he strives for creativity in design, Yashtylov's over- 
tidling philosophy is that smoking quality is paramount. He 
dlways strives to “combine utilitarian function with artistic 
vision by adding harmony and elegance. But | would never 
deliberately sacrifice a comfortable smoke for am artistic 
shape cetall no matter how interesting it might be to me. 
Thete has been tremendous experience accumulated by the 
Hreat pipemakers of the world. Some design components are 
there for a reason. | trust this collective wisdorn." 

Inspiration comes to him from every facet of his lite 
because pipes are newer far from his miind. “I always think 
about pipes, wherever | am, whatever I'm doing. | don't 
have a life anymore. It's all pipes, pipes, pipes. Mm always 
thinking of new shapes, revisions to shapes I've already 
carved ... it's an endless process.” 

Yashtyloy does not rusticate amy of his pipes, amd at 
percent of his production is smooth finished, thaugh he's 
recently started sandblasting and hopes to do more iin the 
future. “I really like a sandblasted finish. As a pipe smoker 
L appreciate the tactile qualities of a sandblast—it's much 
more pleasing to me than a smooth pipe." 

He makes only BU pipes a year, or fewer. Each pipe can 
take anywhere from two and a half to sewen days. “l am 
a damn perfectionist; | just cannot be satisfied with any 
given pipe unless it’s finished to the smallest detail. | hate 
myself for this, | really do.* But it's a curse his clients 
appreciate. 


Michail Revyagin 

Revyacin’s workshop is in a small 
trailer in Moscow and lenks more like 
4 living room than a workshop inside. 
Photes of it may be seen on his Webb 
alte. “I spend five full days and nights 
a week there. [im anoctumal worker— 
creative work requires loneliness and 
nights are best for that.” He returns to 
his family for two days a week. 

Revvagin was bom in Grozny, 
Republic of Chechnya, in 172, but the 
war forced him to leave home im 192. 
He worked odd jobs in Moscow—such 
as driving a taxi—but nothing felt 
right to him until he struck upon the 
idea of pipemaking. He was already 
4 pipe smoker whe amoked primarily 
while clenching a pipe in his teeth. 
“smoking a pipe while driving a taxi 
made me think a lot about pipe bal- 
ance, and at some point | deckled te 
make a pipe myself.” 

At first he bought cheap briar pipes 
and reworked them. That worked out 
ao well that he started working aa a 
pipe repairman for various Moscow 
pipe shops. “That’s a good schol for a 
pipemaker,” he says. 

When be decided to start making 
his own pipes, he had to overcome 
one primary obstacle: “Poverty. Moat 
beginning pipemakers experience it. 
Everything else is secondary." 

He telled on no one but himself 
for his training. “I'm a seli-made pipe- 
maker,” he says. “It is my philosophy 
and a matter of principle te find solu- 
tions by myself." 

The briae for Bevyagin's pipes 
comes from Jaume Hom, a father-and- 
jon operated company in Catalonia, 
Spain. Revyagin has built an impor- 
tant relationship with the two pentile- 
men. “There is only one briar criterion 
that is important te mte—oriar beauty. 
I never considered briar origin to be 
very important and newer atked jourme 
Hom about it. | don’t really belbeve 
in the widely accepted legends about 
Corsican briar superiority of about 
long-term aging of briar. The grain tells 
it all. | consider nvyself a briar maniac. 
AU of my intplration comes from the 
block of beiar in front af me.” 

Revyadin sees a parallel between the 
character of briar and the Greek myth 
of Prometheus, who gave humanity 
ihe gift of fire and was punished for 








that act by the gods. “Likewise, briar 
gives carvers the gift of beautiful grain 
and, for that, punishes us with its 
hidden flaws. J book at friar as a liv- 
ing organiem—I pues you could call 
me a pagan worshipper.” He laughs. 
“A pipemaker it part surgeon, part 
minesweeper, archaeologist, sculptor, 
miniaturist—and beriar doesn't freely 
communicate its optimum shape. 
You have te fight for it, take risks and 
be prepared to loge. Jewelers have an 
expression: ‘romancing the stone." | 
romance my beian trying to discower 
and felease the only right shape that 
is hidden inside the block.” 

Since all of his pipes have smooth 
finishes, riar sebectbon is imyportant. 
Currently he makes about & pipe: a 
year. He docsin't gart a pipe and work 
con it util bts finkkked—he likes to 
pertonn a few steps then leave it bor a 
while. "Il usually work om 30) pipes at 
the same time. Each pipe has ite own 
gestation, from a month to a year." 
He will often let an unfinistved pipe sit 
uniil the time ih right to return bo it, 
That can take a year or more, 

“All of my pipes are rand cleilledt. 
| don't use electric drills of amy kind. 
Manwal drilling is important bo mve and 
provides more freadonn ior ovy sculpting 
techniques. | actually dislike all electric 
machines in general. The only mobtar- 
ized fools | use are a weeod lathe, for 
the mouthpiece tenon, and a drenvel 
for finishing the inside of the tobaco 
chamber.” He sometimes cuts agym- 
metrical tohacoo chambers, a technique 
that “opens.a carver's design possibilities 
for discovering new shapes.” 

Revyagin hared cuts all of his mouth. 
pieces from German vudcanibe of occa 
sionally from Cumberland. He uses a 
howl coating tor its aesthetic properties. 
“lt looks better in photography. May 
howl oowling i& mol a secret—l mix car 
bon with qual ee whites. This coating 
ik tasteless amd can be easily washed off 
iDnot warted. | usually coat all my pipes 
unbes requested ofherwise, or if 1 get 
hurry and eat all my caeail eggs." 

His favorite shape is the horn, 
which he considers the most difficult 
shape to make. The home of Bo Nordh 
were highly influential as he devel- 
oped his own sivke. Revyagin calls his 
homs “elephant trunks.” They have a 
wider base and are significantly lighter 


in weight and feature his own special 
engineering for horns, which includes 
4 dowble-cdiilling technique. “The mvcst 
challenging—and interesting—part for 
nee is being able to yard ctrill the mortise. 
Once | developed this. method, | stepped 
making regular home and now make anky 
elephant trunks. My double ceiling in the 
shank is very smooth, and a pipe cheamer 
passes through with no difficulty at all. | 
une special peweler's books that allow me to 
polish the transition inside” 

Another favorite for Revyagin is a 
shape fhe calle his “grotesque bulldog." 
He says he aveided making bulldogs in 
the beginning because of the mecesslty of 
using a wond lathe bor the shape and was 
intimidated by the idea of hand-cutting 
the bowl grooves. “ut when | overcame 
this fear, the first trial was surprisinely 
accurabe. [| even polished the inside of the 
grooves.” His experimentation with these 
grooves provides; the “grotesque” nooii- 
fier to his bulldogs. “Since it's possible to 
hand out ssmuimetrical shapes and grenves, 
it is also poisible to cut asymmetrical 
ewes—they can be out crossing each 
other, spiraling, etc." These options peo 
vide endless design opportunity. 

While Revyagin has gone far in the 
eight years he's been pipemaking, he 
continues to evolve. “l continually look 
for new enginesring techniques, methods 
and designs, which, im turn, will result in 
new shapes made entirely by banc. Old 
and proven pipe engineering & geod, but 
it needs to develop in tine." 


Sergey Aylarov 

In 3004, when Aylanoy tumed 30, a @ood 
friend presented hin with a pipe. Aylarov 
was immediately enthusiastic about pies 
and started Investigating everything about 
pipe smoking. After purchasing several 
pipes and expanding his rotation, he was 
suddenhy inspired to try making one him- 
sell Whth a backgroud in fine arts, espe- 
cially painting, photography and music, 
the transition seemed natural. 

He started modifying his own pipes at 
first. “Each pipe suffered several reincarna- 
tions,” Ihe sav. “When there was nothing 
left to change, | bought my first pre-drilled 
block of briar ard made a Cublin." 

His interest in pipes led him to Michail 
Revyagin. “We rented a workshop togeth- 
ef, where we both worked hard in the 
evening amd on weekends (we both had 
full-time day jobs at that time). However, 
aur labors were mot parthoularly progit- 
able, and we boat cur workshop when 
cur landlowl kicked us out because we 
couldn't come wp with our monthly rent 
payne.” 

Aviaroy decided to somehow have 
his own workshop. He bormewed money, 
bought some equipment and set up in 
ane amall room in his apartment. His 
skills were soon noticed by Rusilan pipe 
smokers and his pipes started selling. 

He mow has only a sho commie bo 
work. “I pass through two doorways every 
moming and i'm there. | have a come 
puter with Interpet access ao that | can 
stay informed on what's going on in the 





world of pipes and pipemaking as well as 
communicate with roy clients and process 
photegraphs.” The room alsa contains 
a woodworking lathe. handsaw, dremel 
tools and a cabinet for storing beiar, wul- 
canite and various woodworking supplies. 
Rerhaps most important is the window. “1 
always fink all of my pipes at thee wir 
dow under natural light" 

To keep him company, Aylapov has 
anold friend, Purpush the parakeet. “He 
lowes chatting ag soon as he hears the 
sound of my lathe Usually, we work 
together—he sis on my shoulder and 
watches everything | do with undivided 
attention.” 

Por Aylarcy, the technical aspects of 
pipemaking are neat what he considers 
difficult, “Anny person can lean te drill 
and Finish a block of wood. Forming one's 
own taste in aesthetics of desk, shape 
and hameony is a much bigger challenge, 
eipecially in the beginning. Come to 
think of it, even mow it's still my bigpest 
challenge.” 

There were other challenges when he 
atarted carving, though—eipecially in 
terms of material and learming the basics. 
“Other than a few Intermet sites, there 
were oo credible and peliabbe venwes for 
studying the wark of fanous pipermakers," 
he says. “Buying good briar was also dil- 
ficult. Russian importation and customs 
laws are awkward and difficult te wnder- 
stand and comply with." 

Aa Awlaroy began his carving career he 
found it necesiary bo communicate with 


44 


Prom Ee colection of Mauri Shieimbah 








From the collection of Rick Mewnomba 


44 


other pipemakers. “1 believe that all 
creative people belong to ene of the 
two types. The first omes are natural- 
bor geniuses. Creatively, they car see 
most everything for themselves and 
don't really need nor welcome third- 
party instructions. They are very few 
in number and | am met one of them. 
| belong to the second type, which 
leans from the experience of eth- 
ers, getting their education through 
accumulating large amounts of visual 
information that needs to be digested 
and understood. | learned from other 
pipemakers using tein experience a5. a 
starting hase, 

“A pipe isan applied art object. Each 
pipe to me ik a thesis or a definitive 
expression. My photographic experi- 
ence allows me to draw this parallel: a 
photo may be taken very profession- 
ally in a technical sense; however, It 
would have mo arthtic value if mot 
filled with emotions and feelings. The 
same is tree of a pipe—it is the for- 
mula, the hieroglyph, the essence of a 
pipemaker’s aesthetic vision. It ts truly 
interesting bo an observer or a user 
only if it shows the maker's personal- 
ity. Each artisam pipe lis its creator's 
alito-pottralt in briar.” 

That's not to say that excellent 
technical execution is mot essential. 
“No matter how beautiful a pipe leoks, 
it has no value to a pipe smoker if it 
does not smoke well, just asa beautiful 
Violin without a good sound is worth 
nothing toa true musician.” Therefore 
Aylaroy follows established design 
ptinciples. He opens the smoke chan- 
nel at the lip butten ina “¥" shape ("l 
open mine 45 a trumpet and ges 15-20) 
Tam deep inte the stem") amd makes 
4a thin mouthpiece for comfort, with 
44mm smoke channel throagh the 
shank and into the precise bottom of 
the tohacon chamber. He also polishes 
the inside of the smoke channel. 

His briar is his foundation, thowgh. 
“LF 1 don't have good bbriar, | can't 
work well, because | don't enjoy ib. 
Briar is my inspiration. Wher | hold a 
block in my hands, | try to see a pipe 
in ts grain. But beiar is alsa a very 
treacherous opponent. Hidde pits, 
cracks, blemishes can ruin all of the 
Thaker's original ideas about the block 
and all of the efforts and hand work 
exerted to that point. This is why it bs 


30 important for a pipemaker to be able 
to improvise. However, I’ve develeped 
4 philosophical ottinede toward (briar 
flaws. | take them in stride as some Kind. 
of ‘signs from above* that briar is send- 
ing me and that [ have bo follow. W'hat 
Pm trying to say is, one cannot argue 
with briar, only obey i” 

Pipe enthusiasts are reacting favor- 
ably to Aylarow's creative designs 
and exacting finishing technique. He 
attended the Chicago pipe show this 
year and it was interesting to watch 
the reactions to his work. He brought 
some pipes to the hospitality tent the 
day before the show started and sal at 
a table with me—he's a shy but enthu- 
alastic young man and enjoyable to 
speak with. As he began pulling pipes 
from his case, others in the room began 
to lake notioe. 

As he pulled pipe after plpe from 
its pipe bag aind set it in front of me, 
pipe collectors drew closer. They were 
fabulous pipes, easily recognizable even 
from a distance as superior examples. 
$o0n a dozen collectors were gathered. 
around, them 15, them | lost count. 
Soon it was impossibbe for them to 
resist and they asked to handle the 
pipes, and Aylaroy graciously invited. 
them to do so. Hands reached across 
the table, more collectors gathered, amd 
L had te relingulish my chair to accom- 
modate the crvwd. Sadly, only ome 
pipe was still available for sale, and bao 
collectors spent considerable time dis- 
cussing which af them would purchase 
that one remaining pipe while others 
wisthully bemoaned the unavailability 
of the rest. 

Avlarow sat shyly, clearly wocomiont- 
able with the praise and compliments 
that were being given him. But from. 
actos: the table and through a couple 
of dowen of his new adimirers, one comulcd 
detect on his face a subtle half-mile of 
satisfaction. PT 
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genes. Along il Uf grew of pipe aired pipe 
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relationship with Sneuel Garwith, wick 
prices LAreniary folroce. (Spee saps it by 
fhe word's top Infenet seller of Galil are? 
ithe only source fie diy Caveltt fob 
oie)! The Mend come fe poaches, so ofan ove 
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fen. Prices ae connpetitive with other pre- 
Aint pipe tobacco, duet slipping fo tie LOS. 
dees did od iii, Has perssed auvdy in 2005 
chi sot Daniel runs fhe company, dacated at 
Www. Syinpeoo001n. 


Synjeco Bad Nun 2 

(cts Si Stay! Sorry, that ween't happen 
with this blend. There is no taming this 
powerful explosion of black, caked, sliced. 
Virginia leat, Bod Nun is straight Virginia- 


qi 


like trish bwist, sweel, rong and intense. 
Bad Nun 2 includes 3 percent Periqque. 
Talk about compounding a feleny. 
Actually, | jest because the Periquee ackis 
just the fight amount of spice to balance 
and complement the slices. The intense 
presiore and processing this tobacco 
undergoes creabes a dense amd very sweet 
blend, with a delicate perhurmed quality. 
Just go easy because it's potent and the 
nicotine can sneak upon you The base 
tabacons (1 suspect Gawith, a leading 
purveyor of dark plug Virginias, may have 
something te de with these) are excellent, 
and despite the intensity amd nicotine 
content, it's a wery smooth bobacoo with 
asertive notes of dark, bittersweet choco 
late and old ruby pont wire. 1 find most 
dark Irish-style tohaccos too intense fo 
enjoy, and they tend to make me queasy. 
T could enjoy an entire bowl of Rad Nun 
2. These thick, moist slices perform best 
when rubbed out aisertively and dried in 
their rubbed-out state. It's much easier to 
smoke showy than when the bobacce is in 
its neaist, sliced form. IF you've been book- 
ing for something a little more approach- 
able in the dark Irish category, Bad Mun 
2 could become habit forming. Smoke 
it slowly and be rewarded with a dark 
carmel sweetness in the last thied of the 
bowl. It should cellar exceptionally well, 
developing additional sugars over tine. 
It's fair te say this is tnuly a unicuie—aund. 
cbelighthul—taste. 


Hu: This blend i based on Kad Nun, 
to which 4 percent Perkque is achded. 
The mixture is then pressed imbo a cake. 
lit is a blend made with several differcnt 
Virginias that 6b composed micstly of 
black tohaceos. The Kad Num base blend 
is described as the strongest tobacco made 
(Synjeco’s sirength rating & F owt of 104, 
and Bad Nun 2 is a bit bess sinang, with 
the strength rating falling a point. The 
cake ik more like a flake, breaking apart 
with lithe effort but more effort than 
that needed with a crumble cake. The 
aroma in the pouch is deep, with sweet 
and fruity undertones. At the match, 
it it and stoked easily. The fir Qavor 
that emerged was a bit soapy/iloral, fol 
lowed by a stout Virginia note. | febt that 
although the flavor was stout, the body 
waa more medium There was litthe adidi- 
tional development of the flavor through 
the bowl, but the body increased. ‘This 
blend did amvoke smooth and coal, and 
the favor notes were exceptional in thelr 
depth and robustness. It should be attrac: 
tive for those Jooking for a full-flaworedt 
herd rich im body but without Latakia or 
‘Oriental tobacco. 


Synjeco Wenti 

tace This light Balkan-style blend fea- 
tures Virginia and a dash of Latakia, ane 
while not mentioned, it certainly smells 
and amokes like it las at least a tewech 
of Oriental leaf, Aged Virginias come to 


the bore in a spicy, slighily fruity pouch 
aroma Its a Siraightiorvard micsdinun- 
cut ribbon mixture that lights easily and 
develops Davors with dusty overtones. It 
presents nicely aged Virginias with some 
Latakia undercurrent. | might have tiked 
a lite more sweetness, or just 4 bit more 
complexity. 


Hau: Presented by Synpeco as a clas- 
sic English blend with several different 
Virginias thal provide sweetness, Wert 
blend is composed of long, thin ribo 
from: lkeht tan to medium brown, with a 
sprinkling of dark brown and black flecks 
ef tobacco that were clumped im the 
pouch. The aroma from the pouch was 
sweet and tangy, with a delicate fruitiness 
and light cmokiness amd pungency from 
the Latakia. | separated the chumps and 
long ribbons so oould ensure am even 
pack, and | used a fight teweh te All the 
bowl At the match, the sweet tang of 
the Virginias emerged first, followed by 
light pungency From the Latakia. The first 
bowl Was aweel and spicy an the palate, 
with the Latakia adding some depth of 
flaver and complexity. The depth of fa- 
vor didn't develop much as | progressed 
down the bowl Wenti blend anekecl 


smooth, stayed lit easly and bured ool 
toa soft, gray ash. For one bowd, | bet the 
tobacco dry out until it was crispy, and 
with this bowl, the Latakia averwhelmved 
the lighter motes of the Virginias, mvuutiog 
some of the tang ard spbicioess bart still 
yielding o pleasant smoking experience. 
1 would classify Wentl blend as a light 
English with a Virginia base that would 
be a good introduction to the character 
of Latakia, and a blend that could be 
smoked at any tne af the day. 


Synjeco Might Cat 

ui Upon opening the pouch, a fabw 
lous aroma Walls up fo greet you with a 
tempting combination of Crriemtal Meal, 
Laiakia anc Virginia. The fudfy cecum 
ribbon is a cinch to pack and light. Like 
all these tobacco, bt bumeé evenly and 
completely, Easy smoking with a cood all 
day-smmoke quality te it, Might Cat delivers 
a pleading medium Balkan mixture favor. 





Interestingly, the dark appearance and 
rich Latakia aroma in the pouch hints at 
a tobacco that would have a mare promi 
nent Latakia character in the smoke, but 
i's quite restraimwed. The aged Virginias 
deliver a alightly sweet piquancy, com- 
jilimenting the smooth Oriental leaf. | 


spectilate that if you set some aside to 
age. the Virginias will develop additional 
sweetness, which could result in markedky 
different, yet equally good, snaking. 


H One of the newer Synjeco ier, 
Night Cat featbupes bright and clark Wirginia 
with Latakia addext iin the pouch, the 
aroma is sweet and fragrant, suggesting 
4 light topping. The anvount of Latakia 
is low, but stil emough that Synijeco 
classifies Might (at as a classical English 
blend. The compesition is mosthy dark 
brown and black tobecces sprinkled with 
short fbbons of lighber Virginia. Tive first 
light released a flanwor that was. tart and 
fruity from a dark stoved Virginia, amd 
light notes fom the bright Virginia. The 
lighter nobes were guickhy subchoed as the 
Latakia character enverged, but the deeper 
notes from the dark Virginias contin- 
wed te contribute to the smoke through 
the remainder of the bowl, finishing 
as Tangy tart, with the Latakla lending 
depth and some complexity bo the enc. | 
packed this one lightly mod pulted slowly 
and softly because more agoresshve pulis 
brought thik blend to the brink af bite. 
The lighter rhythm resulted in a smveath 
amoke that left a soft ash. ‘This woud be 
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4 nice change of pace blend when one 
ié looking for a blend lightly spiced with 
Latakia. 


Schiirch Sodalit 

' The semi-precious gem (sodalibe in 
English) this it named after is a rich blue 
stone mottled with white and black veins. 
Thin mixture was ako neottled, but in the 
More COMPING bohaoco tomes mani 
from beight gold through reds and dark 
Latakia. Personally, | was pleased mot to 
find any blue tobacco. One of the oldest 
Schiitch blends, the pouch aroma is heav- 
ently. with lots of conuplexity and hints 
af clove and cumin. This aged Virginia- 
Turkish-Latakia mixture starts off a wee 
bit dry and flat but rapidly blooms inte a 
mellow, deep blend that really rerimced 
mee of Lane's classic Crown Achievement 
blend from. the 196k. A amooth, ciry 
spice character gives way in the final third 
of the bowl to a caramel and brown sugar 
character. lis a rare and beautiful thing 
when a mixin newards you by finishing 
even betber than it started 


H Described as a tree classic English 
blend, Sodalit features Latakia mined with 
several Virginia tobaceos of various col 


en and cuts. The aroma in the pouch is 
sweet, with a light smokiness from the 
Latakia. The composition is mostly tieht 
and medium tan tohacoos, with medium 
brown amd black leaf making up the 
balance of the blend. The different cuts 
pack and light easily. At the fest towch 
of the flame, a flavorful zest and tang 
emerges, With a light sweetness from the 
Virginias amd a delicate smokiness from 
the Latakia that adds depth. The Virginias 
give the blend a good body and combine 
to provide the majority of the complex- 
ity of the blend. The favors continue to 
develop thooughout the bowl, with most 
af the favor coming fom the Virgimias, 
although the Latakia comes through 
stronger toward the emi. With so many 
blends being described as English of clas- 
sie English bbends, I’m mot sure where a 
true classic English blend may fit into the 
any. Fut this. one om your to-try list and 
see which niche bt fits inter for you. 


Schiirch Onyx 

1 Well nanved, this heavy Latakia 
mixture indesd has the black sheen of 
Onyx, sprinkled with two types of aged 
Virginia leat While advertisad os oon- 
taining Syrian Latakia, it alo has some 
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of the dry, earthy taste of Cyprian. As 
with Cyprian Latakia, there are numercnus 
styles of Syrlan, and this Latakia deliv- 
er mare pungency and a bat less of the 
fruitwood smoke found in some Syrtan- 
style Jeaf. | might have appreciated a bit 
nore sweetness to balance the Latakia's 
Fichiness. Wi'hibe thee Virginias are alpeaddy 
beautifully aged, this blend coukd easily 
develop that addithonal sweetness with a 
yearor two ol aging tine: As a cigar smok- 
ef, | immediately picked up a character 
very similar to a cigar with am Oscure 
(heavily sweated, nearly black) wrapper. 
Thi mixture werked particularhy well in 
a4mall pipe, where the intemsity made a 
short smvoke very satisfying. 


Lhe: Chys icbescribed as an Enelish blend 
that features Syrian Latakia, Virginias and 
a generous touch af Perique. The Latakia 
pedigree & apparent in the pouch aroma 
and the frwity aroma of the Wirginias and 
Perique & very attractive. The Virginias 
give the blend a nice reddish and light 
chocolate bone and appear to be the 
major comporment of the blend, Tire cut is 
amixture of short ribbons and chunks of 
darker leaf. It packed easily and weboomed 
the fanve with abumdant smoke. Cmnce 
well stoked, the smoke was pungent and 
spicy, with a tingle an the palate that lin- 
gered as a slight bitterness on the tongue. 
The Virginias give the blend a light sweet- 
nesé that complements the Latakia. The 
touch of Perigue gives the blend enough 
heey to ating the node and may he tow 
much for sane palates. By cnid-bowl the 
Laiakia is the more prominent Mlavar, 
with the Virginias in the backeround. 
Onvx burns cool and smooth, finkhine 
with a salt ash. lt is a pleasant, well-bal- 
anced blend with same complexity and 
a medium favor level that may be attrac: 
tive to those who like the Latakia to be 
a contributing component to the avo 
without taking too mucky of the lead. 


$chiirch Don Carlos 

1 Created as an homage to the fine 
Don Carlos brand of pipes, the aroma 
‘af this tam and gobd thin-tibon mixture 
dappled with Latakia promisad some- 
thing interesting and complex. Schiirch 
pulled out all the stops, spiking this cost 
ly Virginia blend with Burley, Orientals, 
Laiakia amd Merique. The aonna cartes 
more of the earthy pungency of Turkish 
leaf rather than the sweeties of a Greek 


or Macedonia Oriental leat That's exactly 
what came theough on lighting, The 
flavor developed quickly, delivering a 
dry, toasty flaver with a hint of earthi- 
nest you'd want from great Burley. The 
mixtire has a woodland quality of wild 
nuh, but net a deep forest as much 
at a resonance of Tuscany. Although | 
might be buying into the advertising, it 
prevented an Italian profile wera, say, a 
typically Danish or American style, Clean 
and onisp, it proved a particularly excel- 
lent perfomver in meerschawmn and my 
Italian belars that perform particularly 
well with earthy English mixtures. 


Hane This blend was designed to hence 
the quality of the pipe brand that bears 
the same name, and it & a fitting trib 
ule. The blend is composed of several 
Virginias, Kentucky, Crientals and Latakia 
tohacons and then & finished with a 
touch of Perkque. As expected, it & rich in 
aroma amd flavor and delivers a consider 
able degree of complexity. In appearance, 
it & light to dark brown in color, with a 
meottling of black leat evenly dispersed in 
the mix. The smoky aroma ol the Latakia 
comes up First From thee pouch, with the 
pungent eweet/spicy Orientals not far in 
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the background. Tie Latakia character 
alsa comes Off first as the flane hs applied, 
and the Ciientals and Kentucky soon 
follow with a tangy, ich and complex 
flavor with lots of body. As the tobacco 
was more stoked, | picked up a bitterness, 
which | enjoy in a blend. This may have 
come from the Kentucky leaf, and hy 
mid-bow! this bittermess was gone. The 
amount of Latakia is well balanced with 
the Orientals, and this allowed these more 
delicate and rich tobacenm. to beoome 
more prominent a | progressed through 
the bowl. | think the Virginia: played 
more a role in the overall complexity of 
the blend rather than expressing thelr 
sweet and finaly characters ag separate fla- 
vor components throughout the bowl. | 
would put this blend in a Balkan English 
category because | felt the overall char- 
acter of the blend featured the Orbental 
tohaccos over the offer components. 
Definitely worth a place on your bo-try 
list, and Don Carbos could easily fimd a 
place in your regular potation. 


Schiirch Zaffiro 

Cait An intense Latakia mixture with an 
aroma similar to Ciyx, #affina features 
several types of Virginia leaf, dense java 
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tobacco, a hint of Periqwe and, obvi 
ously, plenty of Latakia. Like the other 
Schilech classic Emglish blends, there was 
no lemony fuescured Virginia to lend 
aweetness of brighiness. As a result, this 
mixtire & dominated by a deep base 
proturdo character. li leans toward bit- 
termes’ and a dark, leathery quality. It 
would have been more interesiing with a 
hint of brightness. However, if you crave 
a mixture with Jots @oing on at the such 
wooler end of the bohacoo spectrum, this 
really delivers. 


Hone This is a ible that is similar to 
myx, with an overall English character, 
but with the Virginia: delivering nore 
tang and spice to the character and the 
Laiakia and Perique serving more ai a 
condiment to the flavor experience. The 
Java adds depth, which comes through 
a6a choarlike Davo by imid-bowl. | dichn't 
find #alfiro te be as aweet ad oftver bbends, 
considering that five different Virginias 
are featurecL The Virginias do lend the 
blend a mellowiress and smoothness that 
make it quite enjoyable. And the Latakia 
and Java provide a nice level of complex- 
ity and intrigue. Zaffing deserves a place 
on. yoeur to-tey list. a 
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Make Your Own Popes at Home! 
Werth we Prbor meperierce and with onl 
basic teals you can lean to carve heir 
loom: pipes. Evendhng you need & 
available from FIMO, ae source for 
pipe making supplie: for beth ihe 
nevioe and the advanced pigee crafter. 








STEP BY STEP INSTRUCTION 








Crder PIMOS Guile to Pipe-Crafting 
at Home, “the Bible ofsipe making” for 
over a quarter of a cowry. Comper 
Instruction. 112 pages. Profusely [hos 
tated. $18.00 (plus $2.50 postage) 


Pid MasterCard Accepted 





TOOLS AND SUPPLIES 





Briar blocks, Stems, Tools ane Finishing 
Supplies ure listed dur FREE 
tillulog. To pet yours, write tos PIMC, 
Butternut Lane, FO. Box 21M3, Man- 
chesier Center, WT O2255 or call: (R02) 
362-3971, 9 aa. bo 3 pom. weekdays, 


ESGLE SOUAOR A PIPE MAKERS 
SINCE 1952 
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Schiirch Mogano 

‘ace IF you don't like cigar leaf tebacocs, 
keep reading. Ifvou like choar beal blervds, 
keep reading. Bottoi line: if you are con- 
vince you con't like cigar beal mistress, 
you probably wouldn't taste anything 
cigarlike if you did a blind tasting of 
Mogano. You'd just say, “This is one 
fantastic toheooo.” WY you like cigar leaf 
hlemds and know what you were Lasting, 
you'd say, “The cigar leaf really makes this 
tobacco.” There's a lot going on im this 
mixture of Latakia, Oriental, Virginias 
and cigar leaf. Perhaps it's the cigar leaf 
that bends a pleasing fresh-cut grass qual- 
ity te the symphony of other tabacoos. A 
light touch with the Lotakia is key to this 
Hend's playtul character, which delivers 
a hint of hickery snvoke faved, a delicate 
fruit aweetress and a bit of toavted hazel 
nuts. You can call it ome ol the better cigar 
leat blends ever, or if you prefer, just a 
delicious, comyplex English mixture. 


Howe Dive first whl iron the pouch reveals 
the English character of this blend, with 
the Latakia distinctive and smoky. Crther 
components include several Virginia and 
Oriental bohacoos and ciaar leaf. The cut 
kamix of medium te fine ribbons and 
threads, with oocavional chumpa of the 
cigar leaf a coarser crimp cut. The. color 
is roughly equal amounts of the light 
io medium tank and browne, with the 
remaining amount comesting of the dark- 
er browns amd black tobacood. The first 
trial was in a mediuniesized bowl, and the 
Latakia amokiness wai more prominent, 
with the Virginias in the backeround, 
the Crientak underneath the Latakia, 
and the fawor level more in the medium 
range than the full range. Ina larger bovel, 
the flavor level was fuller, with the cigar 
leaf contributing more to the flaver acl 
complementing the Latakia toward the 
middle of the bowl, leaving the Virginias 
in the backeround. The smoke started off 
creamy and smooth, spicy and mellow 
and built in strength with progression 
down the bowl Once the cigar favor 
emerged, it remained to the bottom of 
the bowl. Crverall, Mogano has a nice 
spiciness and depth of flavor and com- 
flexity, which | found mare enjoyable 
alter dinmer than during the earlier parts 
of the day: | wouldn't want this blend in 
the manning, but when | want to conuple- 
Men a nice flashy amd epicy evening meal, 
this one would work very nicely. 


Schiirch Torina 

Gace This mitre 6 presented a5 a moc 
em fendition of the okd Balkan Sobranie 
750, a very heavy, Latakia-rich blend. 
js the blender notes, ft doesn't book 
like 759—it's Dghter. To my palate, it 
did't anoke like 759, either. In fact, it 
was much closer to Sobeanie White. But 
comparisons to old and pevered bless 
are always dangerous. So putting aside 
any attempt to compare, this blend of 
Virginias, Orientals, Syvian Latakia and 
Perique stood om ts own ad a complex 
medium Balkan mixture. This easy-burm- 
ing tobacco delivered lots of smoke vol 
ume and tangy allspice amd clove moves. 
Large, elastic pieces: of Greek Basma yield- 
ed pleasing sweetness. The use of Perique 
i subtle, sa den't avoid this blend if 
you're not a huge fan of that peppery 
leaf. There's definitely enough Latakia to 
lend an appealing hickory smvoke quality. 
[found it to be a touch aggressive in pipes 
with average to short shanks, 0 | poe 
fered either a lanrer pipe or any longer 
shank pipe that nvellowed the smoke. 


Howe The pouch aroma of Torina is sweet, 
spicy, smoky and pungent. There is a bar 
and hint af fruitiness that hits the now. It 
Was a bat too moist for my preference but 
dried suitably after a couple ad hows. Ag 
the fist touch of the match, the smoke 
was smooth amd rich. Gmnce well stoked, 
Torna delivered a medium flavor level 
that was sweet and pungent, tangy and 
spicy, and left a tingle on the palate and 
in the nose. The Syrian Latakia was not as 
amaky a the Cyprian and balanced well 
with the Orientals in the blend, the latter 
emerging eadly and remaining the major 
flaver throughout the bowl. The sew- 
eral Virginias act as an excellent base that 
allows the stronger flavors to emerge, arid 
they lend a delicate, underhying sweetness. 
The Periquie is also im the backeround and 
adds only a delicate note rather than 
being a major favor component. 

‘Torina is boubed as a perfect substitute 
for Balkan Sobranie 759, but | wen'l make 
a-comparison because | don't have a good 
taste menvory of the last bowl of 759 | 
enpoyedt, and that was an example fron a 
tin that had aged severa) years and most 
aasuredly had changed cwer tine. Rather, 
lwould just accept Torina ag a very good, 
well-balanced, complex and tasty Ralkan- 
type blend that should stand on its own 
nverits. [es] 


Still looking for a way to beat the high cost 


and slow delivery of regular post? 





Get Pipes and tobaccos’ 
new digital edition 























Whether you're in Berlin, Shanghai or Montreal, 
postal delivery of Pipes and fobaccos can be slow 
and expensive. 


So we've invested in digital technology to offer 
an electronic edition of Pal that preserves the 
identical look and presentation of our articles and 
photography while providing a new search feature 
and hyperlinks to all Web and e-mail addresses— 
all delivered instantly! 


Our digital edition will be available the same day 
our printed version goes to the post office. 


Sample our Spring 09 issue for 
free—go to 

WW pt-magazine.com and 
click on “Access the Spring 
20049 Digital Edition." 


a year for 
. digital delivery 
To order your . . 
digital edition, anywhere 
or for print and 
digital rates, 
please e-mail 
customerservice@pt-magazine.com 





‘dts PIPES 


Because they love pipes, our editors like to browse through the pipe inventory 
here at P&T just for fun (and it is a lot of fun to examine dozens of pipes at 
a time). Some are noticeably superior in grain to the others, and we thought 

we'd bring these to your attention. 











Peterson #49 


, ' j _ \ >» Davis # 
We can't believe this pape is scl here. Tight bird's J ? 


We think jody Davis probably had a hard time deciding if 
this one should be a Saint grade rather than just a Cardinal. 
The grain is uniform around the bowl and meets ar the 
heel, with mare strayght prain at the end of the shank. Like 
all |. Davis pipes, it's a wondernvent of fir and finish. 

Price: 51145 plus shipping and insurance. 


eve characterizes this piece and the light matoral stain 
emphasizes it, The top of the howl has excellent siaiglit 
grin wath one very mimo sardl spac The bef side is 

all bird's eye and the right side has great cross grain 
converging on an area of bird's eye alcut the size of 
one’s thom pad. t's a clean, beautiful pipe and the 
best of the neitural finish Petersons still 
in stack. Price: 25 percent off for a coal 
of $255 plus shipping acd handling, 


Eliang Former #17 

With a lighter stain than the golden 
const pipes in the series, this pipe 
distinguishes itself with excellent crass 
prac and bind’s eve on both sides of 
the bowl. It's a poy just ta held and 
AGLNiNe. YOR isl can oo Wrote 
When Tom Eltang aml Hans “Fores 
Nieben team up to make a pape like this, 25 percent off brings the price dawn from $450 to $300 (plus shippang 





| rich INSTA). 


Order by phone or online at 


www.pt-magazine.com 
For more information, call or e-mail 
Heather Brittingham at 919 872 5040 ext. 238; 
customerservice@pt-magazine.com 


(Shinoing anal Avsurcmce extra] 





Brebbia leather accessories 


Brebbia offers.a line of more than 10 different leather pipe bags and tobacco pouches. The 
world-renowned Italian pipemaking firm demands a: much craftsmanship from its leather 
accemorles as it does from its briar masterpieces. Varieties include box pouches, tobacon 
bags and pipe bag and tobacco pouch combinations that cam hold as many as seven pipes 


and a4 few as ome, 


Available at tobacco retailers, more information can be obtained by contacting Brebbia’s 





American distributor, Monjure International, at 204 Shadowlown Drive, Jameitiown, NC 27282; Shane: S36. BBS 200); 
fax: 336.869.0437; e-mail: pipadolcesael_cant, Web site: wwwoen/ureitienationel_cmn. 






| In this revealing and meticulously 


Snowden chronicles the anti-tobacco 
movement's 5 history. 

| Velvet Glow, Iron Flest traces the anttl- 
tobacco movement from 15th century 
‘Cuha to 21st century California, with 


Victorian Britain,  Prohibition-era 
| America and Nazi Germany. Snowden 
| finds uncanny parallels between 
today's antismoking activists and those 
at the past. 

The book asks three questions: How rowch should the state 
use its power to change individuals’ habits? Who loses when 
public health wins? Do the ends always justify the means? 

Velvet Glove, fon Fist is available in bookstores everywhere. 


rss Serie 
Using briar sy to him exclusively by a Calabrian wood supplier, Peder Neerup strives to maintalm 
a very traditional Danish aesthetic with his Neerup Serie pipes. 

heerup carves the raugh shape of a pipe using a fraising machine and then meticulously sands and 
finishes each one by hand. Using the machine to carve each Meerup Serie pipe allows Neerup to provide 


high-quality yet alfordable pipes 


Drawing on years of experience as a pipemaker, Neerup also custom designs each acrylic mouthpiece 
for Neerup Serie pipes to provide the best smoking characteristics available. 
Leam more and order a Neernip Serie pipe by visiting Neerup's Web site at www. ieerup-pipes ik; e-mall: 


heeruparinnd tele dk 
Old Nellie Pipes 


Old Nellie pipes are hand-crafted by Joe Nelson in the 12-year-old farm- 
house he rebuilt near Pond du Lac, Wis. For more than 30 years, Nelson 
has pursued woodworking asa hobby, specializing in steel-stringed acous- 
tic guitars. He thought he had worked with every wood possible until he 
discovered briar. In 2009, Nelson dedicated himeelf to making pipes and 


mulLars. 


Using only high-quality plateau briar, Nelson cures the briar for one 


researched account, Christopher 


examinations of Revolutionary France, 


Savinelli Chocolat pipes 
Savinelli’s new Chocolat pipe 
has a checolate-infuaed bowl, 
which will dissipate after a few 
amokes. The new pipes come 
in brown bags that smell like 
chocolate, which are ocon- 
tained inside a brown box 
that looks like a Swiss chooo- 
late bar. 

Available in 12 shapes, 
Savinelli's Chocolat pipes 
may be wed with or without the 6 mm balsa system. 

Savinelli pipes are available at fine tobaccomists 
nationwide. Find your nearest Savimelli dealer by con- 
tacting Savinelli U.S.A. at PO. Box 526, 1002 Morrisville 
Phwy., Morrisville, Mil 27560; phone: B0.643.0182; 
fax: 919.467.7948: e-mail: savinellemindspring.com: 
Web site: ww avira. cone, 


, nd 








6 ar 


week alter boring the tobacco chanuber and air hole. He then adds an 
ebonite stem with a delrin tenon to the briar and begins carving the pipes shape. Each Old Nellie pipe is sanded down ta 
1O-orit sandpaper and is finished using a proprietary blend of natural waxes he has developed over the years. 

Onder an Old Nellie pipe by contacting Melson at N4557 Kelley Road, Fond du Lac, Wl 54937; phone: 920-904. 2744; @- 


mall: jmelioneerecpcconm: Web site: wen aiieliieplipescone, 


Sa 


Briar Books Press 
Fire bapkes far ths puernen 


Recdteg ar ot aonaer of tating wath another 
ppepron') pried if forces you fe clretsh yore oma, 
—Charkes Scribner, |r. 


www briachooks. com 
1427S Aathel-Burkey Gl BE Port Oreherd, We SARS? 


Meticulously HandCrafted 


weer, [oinaldigipes com 
Arizona ‘ aa 
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Chicagoland International Pipe & Tobacciana Show 

The Chicageland International Fipe & Tobacclama Show will be 
held May 1-2, 2010), at the Pheasant Buun Resort, 451 East Main 
St, St. Charles, (L 60174. Reservation telephone nunibers are 
S00.90993 19 oF G20 SheL6300), Mention the slow and receive a 
special room rate For more information, comtact Frank Burka at 
6S0.27 11417; email: feluvletin om or visit the show's Web 
SIDE at wa cuca gapyesiw con, 


CORPS Pipe Show 

The 25th Annual OORPS (Conclave OW Richmond Pipe Smokers) 
Pipe Smokers’ Celebration and Exposition will be held Friday, 
Oot. 2, through Sunday, Get. 5, at the Holiday Inn Select- 
Koger South Conference Center, LOG00 Midlothian Tumnpike, 
Richmond, Va. Mention the CORF or “pipe smokers” for 
special room: rates. hor more information or to reserve a table, 
contact OORPS at PO. Box 2464, Chesterfield, VA 23832; 
home: S040 eL: emiail: concivetoimnpesnokersore: Webb 
SIDE: HAW co perinkens. ang. 


New York Pipe Shows 

The 13th annual Intemational Pipe Swap will be heli on 
Saturday, Sept. 12. 2008, amd the fifth annual Mpe Swap 
Spectacular will be held on Svturday, Dec 5, 3000. Both shows 
will be located at the Wyndham (fommerly Ramada) Newark 
Intemational Airport Hotel. Special room rabes are available by 
acking about the pipe show discount. Hotel reservations may 
be made by calling 973.824.4000, More infomation may be 
obtained by contacting Richard Esserman at 24% Aycrigp Ave., 
Unit D, Passaic, Lp. OFS. 


North American Society of Pipe Collectors Pipe Show 

The 2009 North American Society of Pipe Collectors Pipe Show 
will be Ireld from 9 a.m. to 5S pum. on Saturday, Aug. 29, 300%, 
at the Midwest Hotel & Conference Center, 4900) Sinclair Road, 
Columbus, CH 4229) Call the hotel at 87 7.6000086 and men- 
lion the show for a special room rate. For show inbormation, 
cmntact Hill Unger at Pa) Box 642, Columbus, OH 44200; 
614.252 2904: bilieaspc ong. 


Wert Coast Pipe Show 
The fist annual West Coast Pipe Show will be teeld at the Palace 
Station Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas from Oct. 31-Now. 1. The 
hotel has 100) amoking ronme and early negistrathon is encour 
aged to ensure getting one of these rooms. To make a reserva- 
lion and receive a special poom rate, contact Palace Sowton 
Hotel and Casino at RICLGAALSI01: Web abte: dittossyrvs. 
Sshutoncnirie corny cell LAN SA MERA clan et eA Lie 
nomvrnes UA 236ct ciples 

For more information regarding renting a table or attervd- 
ing the shew, contact Marty Pulvers at 650.965.7415; e-mail: 
Howe, of Steve O'Neill at 435.258.5431; eniail: 
sani onl tes, 


Pipes and tobaccos magazine PRIME Retailers 





Please patronize these P&T PRIME retailers—shops that have dedicated 


themselves to the service of discerning pipe smokers everywhere. 


Pipes 





Al Pascia 

Wal packs cont 
Via Torino 61 
20123 Milano, Italy 
+3902. 8645. 0597 
+3902 Bo 2727 


Bisgaard Pipes 

WW bisgadnd-plpes corn 
Jeppe Aakjers Vey 9 
A400 Ebeltott 
Denmark 

445.8644. 100? 


Cigar & Tabac, Ltd. 

ww ciganidialun con 
eee WW DOSth St. 
Onerland Park, KS G6212 
914.4381 5507 


Cup Opes 

WV CHOjOes conn 

O59 State Rite. 

Suite T 

Queensbury, WY 12804 
418.615.0107 
Bas 60 GR To 


Davids Cigars Lid. 
(six locations) 

We Tis cgns Coen 
S00 884.08 10 


Chatham Station Center 
9180 Baltimore National 
Fike 

Ellicott City, MM 2102 
410.480.4810 


Westridge Center 
1015 West Patrick St. 
Frederick, MI 21702 
301 62 


Shady Grove Center 
15922 Shady Grove Road 
Gaithersburg, hi 20877 
S064. 8400 


Shoppes of Olvey 

4116 Olney-Sandy Spring 
Resact 

Olney, MD 20n32 

21 260.0788 


Cabin John Shopping 
Center 

fay Tuckerman Lane 
Potomac, MD 20854 
301984 fb46 


Tuming Point Center 
B25 Fingerboard Road 
Urbana, MO 21704 

301 874.1100 


De La Concha 

we diehiconclar.co 
1390-eth Ave & 57th St. 
New York, NY 10019 
212757 3167 

BRST ARO 

(BRS. 244.2704) 


Fader's (three locations) 
wi fodenfolunc.con 
BOLO F244 


Store Warehouse 
Location 

25 Allegheny Ave. 
Towson, MD 21204 
420828 4555 


Valley Village Shopping 
Center 

9173 Reisterstown Road 
Cwings Mills, MD 21117 
410 363.7794 


40 West Shopping 
Center 

728 North Rolling Road 
Catonsville, MD 21228 
4107449090) 


Greentree Tebacoo (oo. bic. 
Wi yr greeiitree tian cont 
137 Eee Harbor Road, P-2 
Sewell, Ny) O8080 

456.474 4010 


Iwan Ries & Co. 
We Tires on 
195. Wabash 
Chicaga, IL ets 
AIK). 621.1457 


JA. Fielding 

Wi farnico.cNn 

176? Lexington Ave. 6 
St. Paul, MN $5113 
651 489 7 504, 

S88. 342.7475 


Neathipes 

Wl neil pes. conn 
Via Hajech 2 
20129 Milana, Italy 
C040. 346 484 W552 


Park-Lane Tobacconist 
fairilanetrbaccotienl. cont 
wie porkiinnetabaccaishcan 
14 Park Ave. 

Clifton Park, WY 12065 
SIS.ATL.OASH (6274) 


Payless Pipes 

WH pVliecsnipes cont 
201 Saint Charles Ave. 
Box 4 

New Orleans, LA 70170 
He FAT APT 


Pulvers Briar 
wer pudlersiinker oo 
P.O. Box 61146 

Palo Alte, CA S430hh 
650.905.7405 





Smokingpipes. com 
AWE SEO es Coen 
2 East Hwy. O10 

Little River, S(2 29566 
BS 281-9304 


The Briar Patch 

Areden Falr hall 

wit dlarpentcl biz 

Loa! Arden Way, Sulte 2006 
Sacramenio, CA GS815 
916.929 89045 

BG 2156344 

The Briary lipe & Tobacco 
wi trebrline com 

4 Oak Growe Road 
Homewood, AL 35206 
205942 3001 

Bi? 327 AzTe 
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Visit us 
today! 


PARTING SHOTS 





Pipe by Kort Bolleby « Proto by CRiack Stor 








Smoke 
Dreams 
COME 


True 


ae ‘ \\\ SR 


Creabed with ie spirit oF ihe legendary pipenaker Poul Stanwell, | 
he Stanwell pie inheccors eet bee Bx pedals of pipe S TA N W E iF iF 
Lokaecon enthusiasts tn nore than 25 countries world wide. Lt 

Now available in fine blobacconisis across the Uniled Slates. - 


FINE ORIGINAL DANISH TOBACCO 


imported by Villiger Siokkebye Intemational Whew. WSkelar.com 


Californias finest pipe and tobacco shop. 
www .briarpatch.biz 





eter Ma io) More than 200 bulk and tinned tobaccos 
— DRIAR Parc 


Arden Fair Mall 
1689 Arden Way, Suite 2006 
Sacramento, CA 95875 
Toll Free ; 866-215-6345 
— In Calif.: 916-929-8965 
- i. | Eamail: Info@briarpatch.biz 
www.briarpatch. biz 





